
Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 
Welcome to room 12 for 2021! My name is Tracy Smyth and I have 
taught at Parafield Gardens R-7 for a number of years. I am married with 
5 children so I understand the daily juggling involved with raising 
children.  If you haven’t already said hello please feel welcome to come 
in and say hi, it is always exciting to meet my new class of students and 
their families. 
 
Communication 
 
Please take the time to connect with me via Class Dojo.   
I share information about your child’s achievements frequently and 
students love to get some feedback from their parents in real time.  It is 
also an easy way of letting me know what’s happening at home.  Points 
are also awarded to students throughout the week for demonstrating our 
school values.  These points soon add up and students then trade them 
for small prizes from our prize box. 
 
Each student has a reader folder which will hold their reader/novel,  
sight/spelling words for homework. Students are expected to read each 
night at home and practise their words.  Any notes which need to go 
home will also be placed in their reader folder. 
 
Absences and lateness 
 
The first bell goes at 8.35am for everyone to move to class, a second 
bell is sounded at 8.40am. It is expected that students are in their class 
at this time. If your child arrives after this time they must report to the 
front office for a late slip to avoid an SMS being sent to families 
regarding non attendance on this day. If your child is absent you must 
inform the school promptly.  This can be done by ringing the school, 
sending an SMS (0416 906 258) or through Dojo.  Parents who have not 
notified the school of the reason for the absence will be contacted for an 
explanation.   

Personal Items 
Water bottles must come to school every day with water only in them 
please. Lunch boxes are kept in your child’s schoolbag in the classroom. 
Please ensure students have something healthy to eat at recess.  All 
students are expected to wear school uniform and must wear their hat at 
recess and lunch. Please name all items belonging to your child.  This 
ensures that if something is misplaced there is a greater chance of it 
being returned. 

 
 
 
 

Comments and Feedback to: 
 Tracy.smyth499@schools.sa.edu.au. 

What’s on this term 
 
 

This term Assemblies will be 
held on Thursday of weeks  

2, 4, 6, 8, 11  
at 9:00am in the Hall 

 
Monday 8th February 

Acquaintance Night & AGM 
 

Monday 8th March 
Adelaide Cup Public Holiday 

 
Saturday 21st March 

Harmony Day 
 

Monday 30th March to 
Thursday 1st April 

3 Way  
Learning Conversations 

 
Friday 2nd April 

Good Friday 
 

Monday 5th April 
Easter Monday 

 
Wednesday 7th April 

Casual Day  
with gold coin donation 

 
Friday 9th April 

Last Day of Term 1 with  
Early Dismissal 
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They will use the mathematical language of 
faces, edges and vertices to describe two 
dimensional shapes and three 
dimensional objects.   

We will also be learning the correct formation of 
numerals and working towards learning our 
rainbow facts to 10. 
 
Science 
The Schoolyard Safari unit is an ideal way to link 
science with literacy in the classroom. By 
observing the features and behaviour of small 
animals, students glimpse the diversity of animal 
life. Students explore small animals leading to a 
better understanding of how their adaptations 
help them survive in their habitats. Through 
investigations, students learn how animals move, 
feed and protect themselves. We will also be 
setting up our school worm farm and selling 
“worm tea” when the worms have worked their 
magic. 

 
HASS (Humanities and Social Sciences) 
In HASS this term, our inquiry question is, “How 
has family life and the place in which we live  
changed over time?”  Students will explore what 
family life was like in the recent past, what it is like 
now and how it might change in the future. This will 
include interviewing members of their family to find 
out what their life was like in the past. 
 
Design and Digital Technologies 
This term students will be introduced to Makers 
Empire. They will explore and use their 
knowledge of 3D shapes to create their own 
shape animal.  
 
Visual Arts 
Visual Arts this term will be tied in with HASS. 
Students will have the opportunity to use oil 
pastels to create a self portrait.  It is always very 
interesting to see how the students view 
themselves. 
 
 
 

English 
Each morning as students arrive in class there 
will be a number of learning options for them to 
choose from depending on their abilities.  The first 
few weeks will be based on fine motor skills and 
developing their muscles for increased and 
improved writing.  We will then move on to word 
work.  Each student will be given 6 words each 
week based individually upon their needs.  This 
ensures maximum growth for each child.  
 
Reading 5 - 10 minutes every day (take home 
readers and/or EPIC) with your child will have a 
profound impact on their achievement over the 
year. I understand that life is busy and therefore 
each child will have access to Epic, an online 
reading portal.  I will assign books to your child 
according to their developmental needs.  
Students can also choose to listen to ‘read to me’ 
books which are also available.  I will track and 
monitor the reading habits of each child 
throughout the term in class and progress them 
accordingly.  It is really important that students 
enjoy and develop a love of reading. 
 
Each day students will complete 10 minutes of 
phonological awareness learning with Heggerty. 
This comprises of daily lessons, focusing on eight 
phonemic awareness skills, along with two 
additional activities to develop letter and sound 
recognition, and language awareness. We will be 
revising our sound knowledge through Jolly 
Phonics. Students will also be writing daily. This 
will be a combination of formal letter formation 
lessons and bookmaking. This year we will be 
introducing the students to 7 Steps of Writing.  
We will be focusing on the steps; Sizzling Starts, 
and Show, Don’t Tell. 
 
In order to improve with oral language we will be 
singing each Monday afternoon.  We will be 
learning the National Anthem and singing fun 
songs with lots of movement and actions. 
 
 

Maths 
We will begin the year with Maths About Me.  This 
helps to make maths personal and fun. They will 
investigate all the different maths about them and 
their families. This term in maths we will also 
focus on Big Ideas in Number.  By the end of 
Year 1 students should be able to trust the count.  
This means they can subitise collections to 10, 
and collections in ten frames to 20.  They can 
also mentally complete addition beyond 10.  
 
Additionally, children will learn about patterns and 
shape.  Students will learn how to continue simple 
patterns involving numbers and objects. 
 
 
 
 



 
Music and Drama  
This term in music students will feel and show the 
beat of songs. They will practise reading rhythms 
using ta, titi and za and identify musical opposites 
including fast, slow, loud, soft, high and low. 
Students will learn to match pitch when singing 
and perform dances using different levels, 
direction and tempo.  
In drama, students will use facial expression, 
body language and gesture to become characters 
and show their reaction to different situations. 
They will practise different dramatic skills through 
tableau and mime.  
Ms Thomson 
Specialist Music/Drama Teacher  
 
 
 
 

Health & PE  
In Term 1 students will be focusing on keeping 
healthy, safe and active. Students will begin with 
‘getting to know you’ games and activities to help 
them gain familiarity and confidence amongst 
their peers and environment.   

In Health students will study the concept of 
Growth Mindset, undertake Growing with 
Gratitude exercises, as well as learning vital 
social skills to aid relationships and friendships, 
including identifying feelings and emotions.  
Students will also study Sun Safety, learning 
about the dangers and effects of the sun and how 
to keep themselves safe in line with the Sun 
Smart Program. 

In Physical Education 
students will partake in 
various games that will 
support the development of 
their fundamental movement 
skills, including running, 
skipping, hopping, jumping 
and leaping.  Students will 
participate in various striking games, including tee
-ball and cricket, which will promote both 
individual growth and positive social skills in 
students, including team work, sharing, 
cooperation and communication. 

Your child has Health and PE on Friday and will 
need a drink bottle of water to keep hydrated, and 
to wear appropriate sports shoes, clothing and a 
hat to be able to fully participate in lessons.  
I am looking forward to working with your child 
this term! 
Belinda Mentha. 
P.E. & Health Specialist Teacher 

 
Languages - Auslan  
Language Other Than English  
Australian Sign Language (Auslan) is the 
recognised visual language of the Deaf 
community.  After an interesting year last year, I 
have decided to make 2021 ‘The Year of 
Celebrations’ with ‘celebrations’ as the 
overarching topic for all content covered. We will 
be looking at the different cultural celebrations 
within each classroom, including Deaf 
celebrations, and comparing the similarities and 
differences. 
During first term, the students will be reviewing 
greetings, including self-introductions, Finger 
Spelling their own names and the names of their 
peers as well as cultural norms within the class 
and Deaf community. We will be focusing on 
birthday celebrations this term. 
The students will learn through sign games, 
songs, video, the use of ICT equipment, written 
and signed presentations and class interactions 
using the target language. 
Ms Neilson - Specialist Auslan Teacher  
 


