
Dear Families, 
 

Welcome to the 2021 school year. 
Room 6 is a year 2 class and we are 
starting off the year with 24 students. 
My name is Deb Halligan and the 
students call me Miss Halligan. I am 
excited to be your child’s classroom 
teacher. Working together with you to ensure your son/daughter has 
every chance to succeed academically, personally and socially are of 
paramount importance to me and I encourage you to be fully involved in 
your child’s learning through regular communication and feedback. I look 
forward to meeting you over the coming weeks and I encourage you to 
make a time to have a chat if you would like more information or if you 
have a concern.  

Personal Items 
Students should bring a drink bottle to school every day with water only 
please. Lunch boxes will remain inside your child’s schoolbag however, it 
would be helpful if you could put something cold inside the lunch box to 
keep the food fresh during Terms 1 and 4. Please clearly name all items 
belonging to your child. This ensures that if something is misplaced there 
is a greater chance of it being returned. 

Communication 
Each student will have their own reader bag which will be used to hold 
their reader/novel, reading diary, sight word book and homework book. 
Student diaries contain lots of information about learning and how you 
can support your child with core understandings. To encourage fluency, 
students will keep the same book for two nights. Please sign your child’s 
diary every day to show they are regularly reading at home with an adult. 
Any notes which need to go home will also be placed in their reader bag. 

Lesson times 
The first bell goes at 8.35am for everyone to move to class and a second 
bell is sounded at 8.40am. It is expected that students are in their class 
at this time. If your child arrives after this time they must report to the 
front office for a late slip before entering the classroom. If your child is 
absent you must inform the school promptly. This can be done by ringing 
the school or sending an SMS (0416 906 258). Parents who have not 
notified the school of the reason for the absence will be contacted for an 
explanation for our school records. 

ClassDojo 
ClassDojo will continue to be used to 
communicate with you and to share 
messages, updates and photos from the 
class. I also use Class Dojo with students to 

Comments and Feedback to: 
 Tracy.smyth499@schools.sa.edu.au. 

DIARY DATES  
 

THIS TERM ASSEMBLIES ARE 
HELD ON  

THURSDAY OF WEEKS 2, 4, 6, 8 
and 11 at 9:00am in the Hall 

 

 

Monday 8th February 
Acquaintance Night and AGM 

 
Monday 8th March 

Adelaide Cup Public Holiday 
 

Tuesday 10th March 
PUPIL FREE DAY 

 
Tuesday 23rd to Thursday 25th 

March 
Music Incursion 

 
Monday 29th March to  

Thursday 1st April 
3 Way Learning Conversations  

 
Friday 2nd April 

Good Friday  
 

Easter Monday 
Monday 5th April 

 
Wednesday 7th April 

Casual Day with  
Gold Coin Donation 

 
Friday 9th April 

Last day of Term 1  
with Early Dismissal at 2:00pm 

 

Room 6 Newsletter 
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Parafield Gardens R-7 School 
23 Shepherdson Road,  
Parafield Gardens, SA 5107 
Tel: 8258 1816 Fax: 8281 5857 
www.pgardens.sa.edu.au  

Comments and Feedback to: 
deb.halligan344@schools.sa.edu.au 

Our SMS number for absences: 1416 906 258  

http://www.youtube.com/user/ParafieldGR7


This term students will learn and practise Number 
and Place Value concepts with a focus on 
developing a range of counting and calculating 
strategies. We will also learn about numerals, 2D 
shape, patterns, calendars and weather charts. 

Science 
The students will investigate observable change 
that occurs in the sky and on land. They will 
describe the Sun’s path in the sky and the 
appearance of the moon and the stars at night. 
Students will observe and 
record seasonal and daily 
weather changes and identify 
how they influence their daily 
lives. 

The key inquiry question is: “How can we 
investigate the observable changes that occur in 
the sky and on the land?” 

History 
Our History topic this term is linked with our 
Technologies curriculum. Students will learn 
about changing technology around the home, by 
comparing the past with the present. We will also 
investigate how technology has changed in the 
community and the world and consider how 
technology makes things easier. 

The key inquiry questions are: What is 
technology? How have changes in technology 
shaped our daily lives? 

Throughout the year, we will explore a variety of 
celebrations and special days that are celebrated 
by different cultures and groups within our school 
community.  

Visual Art 
This term in visual art students will explore the 
first four elements of art: colour, line, shape and 
texture. They will create art in response to a 
range of books including, Mix it 
Up, The Pencil, The Girl Who 
Never Made Mistakes, Dot and 
Beautiful Oops, to name a few. 
Students will experiment with a 
range of mediums including 
paint, pencils, textas and 
crayons to create original 
artworks. 

Students will showcase their new learning on 
colour, line, shape and texture through the 
development of flower collages inspired by 
Australian artist, Andria Beighton. 

Kirsty Dimitropolous -  Arts Specialist 
Teacher 
 
 

encourage important skills like working hard, 
team work and participation. It’s the easiest way 
for you to see how your child is doing at school 
and to get in touch with me. For more information, 
visit the website at: www.classdojo.com   

Hats 
Please ensure your child has a hat with their 
name on it that they can keep at school to use 
during the day and for excursions. If your child 
does not have a hat, they will need to sit under 
the verandah at play times. School hats can be 
purchased from the Front Office for $7.00. 
 

English 
Reading - Students have the opportunity to read a 
variety of texts daily. This term we will be 
focussing on accurate decoding, which will be 
supported by daily spelling lessons and practise 
with blending and segmenting words. We will also 
focus on two aspects of comprehension - 
visualising and predicting. Last week, we began 
our class novel Kumiko and the Dragon. 

Writing - We will investigate recount, narrative 
and persuasive writing this term with a particular 
focus on sentence structure, referencing and 
accurate spelling. We will also look at sentence 
punctuation (full stops, capital letters, exclamation 
and question marks) and handwriting. Students 
will receive explicit instruction through 
bookmaking sessions and be involved in writing 
conferences with the teacher to receive feedback 
on what they need to do to improve. Students will 
be encouraged to ‘have a go’ before seeking 
assistance from an adult. 

Spelling - This term we will revise the first 44 
sounds of the English language. From here, we 
will be working on the Year 2 Jolly Grammar 
program, which explores common and alternative 
spelling patterns with weekly grammar concepts. 
We will also begin to explore Latin and Greek 
words. 
 

Maths 
The numeracy block incorporates 
Natural Maths and Big Ideas in 
Number strategies and consists of 
the following 3 parts: 
 

 a mental routine to develop the 

student’s self-confidence and 
repertoire in mathematical thinking 

 either a strategy lesson in which 

the teacher shares a maths strategy with the 
students and provides contexts in which the 
strategy can be applied or a Maths situation 
where students apply their own thinking to a 
situation with which that they can engage  

 a reflection session in which strategies and 

solutions are shared, compared and formalised. 



gain confidence when 
singing solo and 
perform dances using 
different levels, 
direction, shape and 
tempo.  

In Drama, students will use facial expression, 
body language and gesture to become characters 
and show their reaction to different situations. 
They will practise showing differing points of view 
using tableau and mime. 

Georgia Thomson - Music and Drama 
Specialist Teacher 

 

 

 

 

I am looking forward to a great year of learning 
with your child. 

Regards, 

Deb Halligan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Design and Technology / Digital Technology 
This term, students are exploring character 
development in story writing. During technology 
lessons, students will design and create a 
character in Maker’s Empire Character Module 
and then write a profile of their character using 
descriptive language. 

 

Health and PE      
In term 1, students will be focusing on keeping 
healthy, safe and active. Students will begin with 
‘getting to know you’ games and activities to help 
them gain familiarity and confidence amongst 
their peers and environment.   

In Health, students will study the concept of 
Growth Mindset, undertake Growing with 
Gratitude exercises, as well as learning vital 
social skills to aid relationships and friendships, 
including identifying feelings and emotions.  
Students will also study Sun Safety, learning 
about the dangers and effects of the sun and how 
to keep themselves safe in line with the Sun 
Smart Program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Physical Education, students will partake in 
various games that will support the development 
of their fundamental movement skills, including 
running, skipping, hopping, jumping and leaping.  
Students will participate in various striking games, 
including tee-ball and cricket, which will promote 
both individual growth and positive social skills in 
students, including team work, sharing, 
cooperation and communication. 

Your child has Health and PE on Thursday and 
will need a drink bottle of water to keep hydrated, 
and to wear appropriate sports shoes, clothing 
and a hat to be able to fully participate in lessons. 
I am looking forward to working with your child 
this term!  

Stephanie Ryan -  PE & Health Specialist 
Teacher 
 
Music and Drama 
This term in Music students will feel and show the 
beat of songs. They will practise reading and 
writing rhythms using ta, titi and za. Students will 



Show and Tell topics for  
Term 1 2021 

 
Week 2    
Collections: Share 
something that you 
collect. 
 
Week 3     
Mystery bag. Place an item 
in a paper bag and write 3 
clues about it that you can 
read to the class. Will they 
be able to guess your 
mystery item? 
 
Week 4   
Say Cheese. Share your favourite 
photo with the class. Where was it 
taken? Why is it special to you?  
 
Week 5   
I Spy With My Little Eye. Something 
that begins with the same letter as 
your name. 
 
Week 6  
When I grow up. What do you want 
to be when you grow up? Where will 
you work? Who will you help? 
 
Week 7   
Favourite story. Share 
your favourite story with 
the class. What is your 
favourite part? Who are 
the characters?  
 
Week 8   
What I like to do for fun 
 
 
 
Week 9   
My favourite piece of 
clothing 
 
 
 

Week 10  
My favourite shoes 
 
 
 
Week 11    
What I like to do on holidays 
 
 
 
 
 

Show and Tell Roster 
 

 
 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Christian Sagar Jurlena Zachary 

Matthew Sienna Hayley Cherry 

Kendall Ava Chelsea Athena 

Lincoln Ruby Connor Jasmine 

Emma Lani Amelia Chantz 

Jai Tricia Davin Hunter 


