
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Welcome back to school everyone. Whether your 
children are in classrooms at school or learning from 
home, you are an important and valued part of our 
learning community. We will work hard to 
communicate effectively with you and provide the best 
learning experience for your child. 
 
All classes will be using Class Dojo as a medium for 
communicating with learners and their parents this 
term. It can be accessed from your phone, computer, 
ipad or laptop and is easy to use. Please make sure 
you have connected with each child’s teacher. They 
sent you an invitation to join Dojo before the holidays. 
Ring us if you need help to join. 
 

CHILDREN LEARNING AT HOME: 
All children who are not 
attending school need to 
interact with the learning 
we have prepared each 
day. If they are sick and 
won’t be joining in for the 
day, please message the 
class teacher on Class 
Dojo or call the office to let us know. We have to keep 
a daily roll for children at home as well as those at 
school. 
 

Teachers will work in year level teams to make sure 
they can provide a great learning program for the 
students in class and those at home. 
 

For children at home, teachers will upload two short 
instructional videos each day. One will be for English 
and one for Maths. Teachers will also be available at 
some time between 8:00am and 4:00pm (on school 
days) to answer questions and to check work at their 
earliest convenience. This will be done through Class 
DoJo. Students will be set some compulsory learning 
tasks each day and also some extra optional activities. 
Parents will need to help set a daily routine, show your 
child/ren the videos on Class DoJo each day and help 
to support/supervise the learning. Specialist teachers 
will upload one video a week. 
 

In addition we will post out some resources each 
fortnight. These will be the things you need for the 
next two weeks’ “at home” learning. Please keep 
these resources in a safe place. They need to be 
shared between siblings and could be used 
throughout the whole term. 
 

Students will not need access to a laptop or iPad all 
day in order to do their learning but if they have a 
device, they could use it to watch the videos and 
communicate with their teacher via Class DoJo 
instead of using your phone. Learning activities set, 
can be done in a book or on worksheets provided. 
Children will need to send finished work back to their 

 

Room 9 Newsletter  
Term 2 2020  

Parafield Gardens R-7 School 
23 Shepherdson Road,  
Parafield Gardens, SA 5107 
Tel: 8258 1816 Fax: 8281 5857 
www.pgardens.sa.edu.au  

teacher. This can be scanned on your phone or you 
can take a photo of it with a phone or iPad and then 
the photo/scan can be easily uploaded to Class DoJo. 
 

Lastly, teachers will call to check in on how the 
children are going. The call may come from a private 
number. You can of course ring or email the school if 
you have a question. 
 

CHILDREN AT SCHOOL: 
Children at school will be in their own class rooms 
doing their normal learning programs. 
 

We have a rigid cleaning schedule happening at 
school – cleaners are in twice a day and class 
teachers have initiated many regular hygiene 
practices. We encourage students to socially distance 
as much as possible. 
 

We have adjusted our “at school” structures in 
response to the large number of students who are 
attending this week. 
 

The most important thing is that we are all safe 
and healthy. We will work out the rest, together, 
later. 
 

Rachel McLennan 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians 
 

What a different start to the new year it has been. I 
thank you greatly for your support and flexibility during 
this time. 
 

Term 2 will continue as term one finished, with some of 
our students attending on campus and some learning 
from home. We are working hard to ensure that all 
students have equal access to learning. Interruptions 
aside, it has been fantastic to note that all children 
have achieved at least one of their Term 1 learning 
goals. I have readjusted all plans for Term 2 and 
designed all learning packs individually to support your 
child’s ability to move towards their goals. Your term 2 
team will consist of myself and Miss Kim. 

Comments and Feedback to: 
rebekah.cohen209@schools.sa.edu.au  

Class DoJo 



As you know, I value communication highly. Now, it is 
more important than ever. If you are a parent who has 
chosen to home school, we respect your decision and 
are here to help you however we can. We will be using 
Class Dojo as a main point of contact and phoning 
regularly to support you if you require it, but also to 
maintain our relationship with your child. Personalised 
learning packs shall be delivered to you fortnightly as 
required. Videos with learning activities will also be 
posted to Class Dojo for your child to watch and 
complete.  
 
It is important during this time that I am still able to 
monitor your child’s progress. I ask that as they are 
working on set activities or have completed this work, 
that you take a few photos or videos and send these to 
myself directly on Dojo. I will be contactable on Class 
Dojo between the hours of 8:00am and 4:30pm on 
school days, outside of my teaching hours.  
 
For those students who are learning from home 
attendance is mandatory. We ask that you either 
message me on Class Dojo daily or text the school to 
notify us that your child is working from home. If you 
are home and your child is unwell we request you 
message us and let us know that they are sick and 
wont be participating in learning on that day. The 
Department for Education will be monitoring all 
attendance daily. Some example messages you may 
send me would be:  
1. (if child is learning)- ‘Rebekah is learning from 

home’. 
2. (if child is unwell)- ‘Rebekah is unwell and will 

not be learning today’.  
 
If learning from home, we encourage you to get your 
child into a routine. It may be that your child only 
engages for 2 hours of learning a day. That is fine. 
There are lots of things changing around them and 
they need time to process that. Creating a routine will 
support you as well as make it easier for them to 
transition when they return to school. In the learning 
packs which you will be provided with, I have 
developed a visual schedule for each day of the week. 
I encourage you to use this. This is very similar to their 
normal school schedule.  
 
Unfortunately as the state restrictions continue, in 
Term 2 there shall be no Café and no swimming. In 
the meantime, we are setting up a portable 
supermarket within our classroom to enable the 
students to practise their money and life skills. We 
would like to take a moment to thank Miss Joanne who 
kindly donated a real cash register for us to use for our 
learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TERM 2 OVERVIEW 
 
At home and at school we will be beginning to look at 
how our actions can effect others, as well as how 
others react to situations. Students will engage in 
games and resources to discuss emotions and 
problems.  They will further identify how big a problem 
is and appropriate reactions to be a problem solver.  

 
Literacy and Numeracy 
As you are aware, each of the 12 students in Room 9 
are significantly different in all ways. We respect this 
and work with all students to support their own 
individual learning needs. This means, for 
Mathematics and English we will map the learning to 
your child so that they are engaging with learning at 
their level so that they may have success. We will 
review your child’s One Plan with you to track their 
goals over the year and carefully monitor any learning 
movements across the year to maximise our 
effectiveness as a staff. This year we will be including 
a focus on measurement, inclusive of time and 
timetables as our investigation area. In English, we will 
be using Dr Suess as our influence as we explore 
rhyme, phonics and sentence structure. 

Design and Technology 
Over the course of the year we will be using a range of 
technologies such as QR codes, 3D printers, Makers 
Empire, laptops, iPads and more to further support 
and enhance your child's learning.  
 
This term in particular, we shall be further using Class 
Dojo as well as a website that I am developing for our 
class with interactive resources to support their 
learning at school and at home.    

 
 
 



HASS 
This term, and further into the remainder of the year 
we will be investigating ‘belonging’. Your child will 
begin to learn about the Indigenous people of 
Australia and how they demonstrate their belonging. 
We will look into symbols, stories, communication and 
make connections to ourselves and our ideas. 
Hopefully we may even create an art gallery! 

 
Music/Drama with Ms Mentha 
This term the class will focus on 
keeping to the beat of the music 
and will play differing rhythms. 
They will learn how to read 
basic rhythm patterns. The 
class will also learn about 
tempo and dynamics. They will 
understand that these change within musical pieces. 
They will identify and play a change in tempo and 
dynamics within songs. They will also continue to sing 
various new songs and will revise some old 
favourites. In Drama, the class will focus on mime 
and hot seating. They will develop an awareness of 
characterisation and will also participate in a range of 
team games and activities which encourage turn 
taking and co-operation. 
 

Auslan 
To help make learning consistent across the year 
levels and methods (at home or at school) this term 
we are all learning about animals. We will be adding a 
lesson each week based on animals; this might be a 
presentation, or a finger spelling test. Maybe students 
can teach their parents some Auslan signs this term? 
We will be adding our song ‘Dance Monkey’ to all 

classes Dojo’s for the online learners and we will 
practise this song in class. Whenever students have 
some spare time, they could practise their signs for 
this song. We are hoping that when everything 
returns to normal, we can all sign the song together at 
assembly. Sorry to all the parents who will end up 
with this song stuck in their heads all day, it is quite 
catchy. 

Health and PE with Ms Cuconits  
After an extremely successful start to the year, I am 
excited to introduce new topics that will allow 
students to develop new skills. In term 2 students will 
learn about nutrition and the importance of healthy 
eating. Students will also learn about the benefits that 
physical activity has on your overall health. 
 
The term 2 Physical Education component involves 
the following: 

European Handball - Students will learn a number of 
skills including; dribbling, passing, shooting, 
defending and goalkeeping. 

 
Soccer – The following skills will be practised and 
developed over a 5 week unit; passing, dribbling, 
shooting, defending and game play. 
 
As for students who are learning from home, online 
learning activities and videos with instructions will be 
posted on class dojo each week on Monday morning. 
These activities will require very little equipment and 
can be done in a space at home. 
 
Conclusion 
 
In finishing, please take care of yourselves. This time 
is not easy and you are doing your best. Please reach 
out to me through Class Dojo if you would like some 
support, we will do our best to assist you during this 
time.  
 
Kind regards, 
Miss Rebekah Cohen and Miss Kim Van Dijk 
 


