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Dear Parents/Caregivers,
What’s on this term
Diary dates

Hello and welcome to the new school year at Parafield Gardens R—7 in Room
27. I hope you have had a relaxing break over the holidays with your family and
friends. My name is Ms Amber Miller and I will be your child’s teacher for 2020. I
look forward to getting to know your child and family over the coming weeks.
Please feel welcome to come in and introduce yourself before and after school. I
would love to meet and get to know you all. If you have any questions, worries
or information you would like me to know about your child and their learning
please don’t hesitate to come in or contact me.

This term assemblies are
held on Thursdays at 9am in
the Hall in weeks
2, 4, 6, 8, 11

We will be having an Acquaintance Night on Tuesday the 11th of February
where you will have the chance to visit the classroom and meet with me. Over
the next two weeks we will be participating in activities that relate to our school
PEACE values in order to establish class rules and expectations that will allow
all students to feel happy and safe at school. We will be participating in a wide
range of ‘getting to know you’ and growth mindset activities for students to
develop relationships with their peers along with developing a sense of
belonging.

Tuesday 25th February
Week 5
No Pen Day

Parent communication

Parent and teacher communication is crucial to maintaining a positive and
ongoing relationship between home and school for a productive learning
environment. If your child is absent please contact the school to inform us. You
can call the school, write a note in your child’s diary, send me an email
(amber.miller71@schools.sa.edu.au) or reply to the SMS you receive on the day
of their absence.

Classroom organisation

The classroom is open on the first bell at 8:35am. By 8:40am the students
should be in class and ready to begin the day. If they arrive after this time they
will need to go to the office and receive a late slip which they then give to their
class teacher.

Diaries

Tuesday 11th February
Week 3
Acquaintance Night, AGM and
Channel 9 weather crossover

Monday 9th March
Week 7
Adelaide Cup Public Holiday
Tuesday 10th March
Week 7
Pupil Free Day
Saturday 21st March
Week 8
Harmony Day
Monday 30th March - Friday
3rd April
Week 10
Parent Teacher Interviews

Every student will receive a diary in the first few weeks of school. They will use
their diary to write important notes or reminders and they will use this to record
their reading at home. Please use their diaries to write messages or notes as I
will check these regularly.

Wednesday 8th April
Week 11
Casual Day
with gold coin donation

Reading

Thursday 9th April
Last day of Term 1
Early dismissal at 2pm

Students should be reading at home each night for a minimum of
10 minutes. They can read out loud to parents, younger siblings
or relatives, they can read to themselves or listen to someone
else read to them. Please make reading at home a priority as it is
imperative to developing their fluency and increasing their
vocabulary and comprehension.

Parafield Gardens R-7 School
23 Shepherdson Road,
Parafield Gardens, SA 5107
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Comments and Feedback to:
Amber.miller71@schools.sa.edu.au

Hats and Uniform

Hats must be worn at school during recess, lunch, PE
lessons and any outside activities. Please make sure
your child has a hat at all times. Finally, help us to
help you! Please clearly label all school equipment
and items of clothing especially, jumpers, jackets,
drink bottles and hats. Labelled items are easily
returned to students or can be easily identified in lost
property.

HASS

In History and Geography, students this term will
explore rules and laws in Civics and Citizenship,
learning about the difference between the two and why
laws are important. They will investigate different
cultures including looking at the world, particularly
South America and Africa and draw similarities and
differences between these countries and Australia
along with learning about their main countries and their
characteristics (space, place and environment)

Homework

Students in the Primary Years are expected to
complete 15 minutes of homework each night. They
are expected to read for 10 minutes each night to
consolidate and improve their comprehension and
fluency. Students will be given a homework activity
grid along with a Study Ladder account log in. Their
homework book will detail their homework
expectations.

Maths

For Maths this term students will
participate in daily number
routines at the beginning of each
math lesson. Students will explore
number, place value, odd and
even numbers, addition and
subtraction. They will explore the
properties of symmetry.
Students will take part in weekly Big Ideas in Numbers
lessons and numeracy rotation activities to build
fluency.

Health and Well being - Keeping Safe
Curriculum

This term students will explore rights, responsibilities
and relationships. Students will develop an
understanding of their rights and responsibilities,
along with trust and networks within a variety of
different relationships.

Science

This
term,
students
will
participate in activities that
investigate Biological sciences.
Students will look at the
relationships between plants and
animals, their life cycles and the
importance of the environment to survive. Students will
be asked to plan and conduct scientific investigations,
communicate their findings and compare and
represent their findings.

English

Design and Technology
For Design and technology this term students will
begin to develop their skills in coding using the
program Scratch to create a quiz. They will learn about
design processes and methods to improve their design
knowledge and abilities.

Spelling

Physical Education with Mr C
My name is Matthew Cuconits and I am extremely
excited to continue working at Parafield Gardens R-7
School this year. I look forward to working with all
students during 2020. In term 1 students will learn
about the dangers and effects of
the sun and gain a greater
understanding surrounding the
Sun Smart program. Students will
also be involved in exploring the
concept of safety, as well as
taking an in depth look at the
health benefits of physical
activity.

For English this term students will work in literacy
rotations where six groups are formed with similar
levels of abilities and they rotate to complete different
activities with a focus on comprehension strategies,
handwriting, letter writing, paragraphing, text and
sentence structure and increase vocabulary with a
focus on nouns, verbs and adjectives. They will
explore narrative writing, focusing on text structure
and improving their use of descriptive language.
Students will participate in a weekly spelling contract,
focusing on word knowledge and letter patterns,
particularly focusing on letter sounds to improve their
spelling frequency.

Class Novel

This term we will be reading the
text Demon Dentist by David
Walliams. This will be a time for
students to engage as a whole
class with a text,
promoting excellent oral language
discussions. These lessons consist
of the students following along with
the story being read, asking
questions about unknown words
and discussions about the story.
Following this, they have an
opportunity to answer reflection
questions and complete any
provided activities and comprehension activities.

The Term 1 Physical Education component involves
the following:

introductory/getting to know you session aimed
at making all students more comfortable with
their peers and environment.

athletics – Students will learn a variety of track
and field events including high jump, long jump,
shot put, discus, sprints, 800m run and relays.
They will also have the opportunity to try out for
the SAPSASA athletics team.

tee ball – The following skills will be practised
and developed over a 5 week unit; Catching,
throwing, batting and pitching. Students will also
learn the rules of the game and how to score.

Music and Drama with Miss Yates
This term in music students will read, write and
compose rhythms using ta, titi, za and tika tika. They
will investigate the difference between beat and
rhythm and practise their discoveries through playing
bordun and ostinato patterns using xylophones.
In drama, students will use facial expression, body
language and gesture to become characters and show
their reaction to different situations. Students will focus
on creating and sustaining a setting using tableau and
mime. They will investigate the effects of tension and
focus in dramatic works and apply these to their
performances.
This year in music and drama I will be using Class
Dojo with students and to communicate to families.
You will soon receive an email to join the class. If you
have any problems at all, please feel free to come and
speak with me in Room 22.
AUSLAN with Ms. Krohn
Language Other Than English – Australian Sign
Language is the recognised visual language of the
Deaf community. During First Term the Yr 2-4
students will be reviewing greetings, including
recognising and fingerspelling own name, numbers
and colours, and expanding Auslan vocabulary and
grammar features through various class related topics.
The students will learn through sign games, songs,
video, the use of IT equipment and class interactions
using the target language.

Class Dojo
This year we are using class dojo to encourage
important skills, like working hard and participating. I’ll
also use it to communicate with you: I can instantly
share messages, updates and photos from the class. I
would like to strongly encourage all families to join our
class and sign up for ClassDojo! You can use it on any
device: it is a simple free mobile app for iOS and
Android, and can also be used from a computer at
www.classdojo.com

I look forward to working with you and your child this
year.
Kind Regards,

Amber Miller
 ..........................................................................
Permission Slip

During the course of the year, through our curriculum
studies, we occasionally watch videos and
documentaries. Some of the ratings will be P.G.
Please indicate if you give permission for your child to
watch these videos by circling below.
I do OR I do not give permission for my child to
watch P.G. rated videos in Room 27 during 2020.

Student name __________________________
Parent/Caregiver’s Name _________________
Signature _____________________________
Date ______________

