Newsletter - Week 10 Term 1 2020
From the Principal
Dear Families
Our world has changed so much since our last
newsletter. I hope that you are all keeping safe and well.
Please stay connected with us. This is even more
important for those families who have elected to keep
their children at home. We miss you, are here to support
you and are available to help in any way we can.

It was all hands on deck!
Senior staff, teachers and
SSOs were there
to greet parents and
distribute home learning
materials to families.

AT HOME LEARNING PACKS: Most of these have
been collected or delivered now, thank you. If you haven’t
collected yours yet, they will be available until the end of
the week only.
WEEK 11: The Minister has approved 4 Student Free
Days in week 11 (next week). This means OSHC is
available but teachers will not be providing learning. You
may have plenty to go on with and it is up to you if you
keep the learning going at home for your children next
week or even in the holidays. We ask that parents do not
drop into the school during Week 11 as staff will be
involved in training. If you need to contact us, please ring
or email.
TERM 2 STUDENT FREE DAY: We have cancelled the
Student Free Day which was planned for the first day of
Term 2 (Monday 27th April). Our Term 2 Learning
Program will begin on Monday 27th April for all students
whether at home or at school.
TERM 2: We are anticipating that the start of Term 2 will
be very similar to the end of Term 1 – most children will
need an ‘at home’ learning program but a small number
of children will still be attending school each day.
Teachers are attempting to phone all families this week
to collect some important information which will help us to
plan for all groups.
We need all families to connect with us through Class
Dojo to make this work please (from a phone is fine).
In Term 2, teachers will be assigning new learning each
day via DoJo. We will also be mailing out new ‘family’
packs every two weeks. We will continue to upload
videos to our website (YouTube channel) and our
Facebook page, so children can stay connected with the
adults at school. We will also continue to call children/
families at home regularly, to stay in touch.
If things change over the holidays, we will be in touch. I
know this holiday will be very different for some families
but I hope that you all take time to relax, play, connect
with your children and focus on what’s most important –
that you are well and together. Thank you so much for
your support over the last month
Rachel McLennan
23 Shepherdson Road,
Parafield Gardens, SA 5107
Tel: 8258 1816 Fax: 8281 5857
http://www.youtube.com/user/
ParafieldGR7

Materials and Services Charges
We would like to thank the parents who have paid the
Materials and Services Charges for 2020. Please
remember these charges are compulsory fees to assist
in paying for the school equipment, and resources that
your child uses. School Card can be applied for on line
or an application form is available from the office for low
income families. Please ask our office staff about our
various payment options.
Lynne Lean
Administration Officer

DIARY DATES
Friday 3rd April
Casual Day (no donation required)
Dismissal at 3:00pm
Monday 6th - Thursday 9th April
4 Pupil Free Days
Term 2 commences
Monday 27th April
Comments and Feedback to:

dl.0537_info@schools.sa.edu.au

www.pgardens.sa.edu.au

Secondary School Open Nights

Please be advised that all Secondary School Open
Nights have been cancelled due to the current
coronavirus situation. We apologise for any
inconvenience this may cause.

Adelaide Botanic Gardens

As part of our Science unit the Year 3 students went
on an excursion to the Adelaide Botanic Gardens
where the students took part in a workshop about bees
and pollination, which was facilitated by the Botanic
Garden’s educators. The students also took part in self
guided tours of the Rainforest Garden in the
Bicentennial Conservatory and followed the Aboriginal
Plant Use trail, which highlights a selection of plants
and some of the ways that these were used by
Aboriginal people in different parts of Australia. .
This was an exciting learning opportunity, where they
learnt about the features of living things, sustainability,
climate types and Aboriginal connection to country all
of which are part of the Year 3 Australian Curriculum.
We went on the bus to the Botanical Gardens in the
city. While we were there we
saw lots of bats flying in the
sky. We saw sun flowers and
they were very tall. We also
saw people walking through the
gardens looking at all the
different things. There were lots
trees - big and small that were
different shapes with different
types of leaves. We watched
the gardener plant some
flowers and we saw ducks on
the lake. The rocks in the
gardens looked good too.
Lawrie Room 7
Every Wednesday we go into the Hive garden to look
at the plants and study the bees. Bees are very
important to our environment because they transfer
pollen from one flower to another. Birds and the wind
can also transfer pollen. We haven’t seen too many
bees yet in the garden and mainly near the leaf litter.
We’ve been learning about bees in our class - how
they live and work. There are usually 4 male bees,
about 10,000 female bees and 1 queen bee in a hive.
If she dies they need to select a new queen bee. It’s
like a community with someone in charge like a boss.
The queen tells the others to go to work out in the
garden and they collect pollen in a little pouch on their
stomach which is near their stinger. If a bee stings you
it will die but if the queen bee stings it can sting infinite
times.
We went on an excursion to the Botanical Garden to
learn more about bees. In the garden there was lots of
lavender and sunflowers which attract bees. There lots
of bees flying around.
A hive that a bee keeper makes in the garden is like a
wooden box with slots in it like trays that pull out. The
bee keeper collects
the honey with a thin
stick that has to be
cleaned each time
it’s used. We tasted
some honey straight
from the hive and it
was yummy!
It was a really
interesting excursion
and we learnt a lot.

Angus Room 7
While we were at the
Botanical Gardens we
visited the Bicentennial
Conservatory which is
under a huge roof and is
like a rain forest. There
were different kinds of
trees with all sorts of
leaves in there like
enormous tree ferns and tall palm trees. We also saw a
pond with lily pads growing in the water. On the way to
the conservatory we passed a pond and we saw some
turtles swimming in the
water. There was a giant tree
in the gardens and to
measure how big the trunk
was, five of us held hands to
reach around it! In the
vegetable garden we saw a
huge pumpkin growing and
there was a sign saying that
they were hoping it would
grow as big as one in
Belgium that had weighed
1,190 kg back in 2016. It was
recorded as the biggest
pumpkin in the world!
When we were in the little
hive hut, which was made of
a steel frame with bamboo
sticks curved over the frame,
a man was telling us all about
bees and how they make
honey. He showed us a tray
with lots of bees on it where
they had made honey combs
and we could see the waxy
honey underneath. We had a
little taste and it was
delicious! He also told us that
if we weren’t able to
distinguish between a fly and
a bee, a fly has only 2 wings but a bee has 4 wings.
It was a really interesting excursion.
Ruth Room 7

Class Awards

Term 1 Week 10: Room 1: Linda
2: Damon 3: Kara 4: Tyrone 5:
Lexie 6: Tahlia 7: Sarvak 10:
Jonathan 11: Isabelle 12: Param
19: Declan 20: Jurlena 23: Saish
24: Matthew 25: Ryan 26A: Vriti
26B: Aiden 27: Addison 28: Layla
29: Sneha 30: Omid 31: Thomas 32: Temperence 33:
Joshua 34A: Shekib 34B: Riley
STAR Awards
Ms Britz (Music/Drama) Room 8
Mr C (Health/PE) Room 32
Mr Parsons (Health/PE) Room 10
Ms Neilson (Auslan) Room 8
Ms Krohn (Auslan) Room 28

News from the Music Department

The Room 22 music room has been coming alive at
lunchtime and after school this year. There are
currently 3 groups running during lunchtime involving a
number of students over a range of year levels:
Recorder Group (Years 3-5), Ukulele Ensemble (Years
4-5) and Junior Choir (Years 1-5). The students have
been working hard to learn new skills and put together
some songs to perform later in the year.

Students from Room 20 had fun playing in the
playground during music lesson on Monday. Students
were given a pair of chopsticks and found what musical
sounds they could find in the yard. A few favourite
sounds included the bridge, the chain on the swings, the
monkey bars and the red roller.

This year there are also 5 students in Year 5-6
learning the clarinet after school. These instruments
were donated to the school through the Salvation Army
last year. The lucky 5 students were selected after
completing an application outlining why they wanted to
learn the clarinet. Congratulations Alana, Jacinta,
Akshar, Ethan and Trent.
I'm looking forward to seeing what each of these
groups are able to achieve over the year.
Recorder Group

Swimming Champions

Ukulele Ensemble

On 4th March Jayden from Room 25 and Lachlan from
Room 30, travelled to Darwin to compete in the
Northern Territory State and Open Age Championships
at Parap Pool. They had qualifying times they needed to
swim before they could go and both boys managed to
qualify for 7 swims each.
The Championship started on 5th March and went for 4
days with the boys and their team from Playford Aquatic
Club competing against
swimmers from Darwin,
Alice Springs, Kununurra,
Starplex and Victoria.
Jayden swam a total of 14
swims (7 heats and 7
finals) and took home 2
Bronze medals and 1
silver medal in the 10 year
old age group. He also
swam a PB (personal
best) in every swim.
Jayden on the blocks
Lachlan swam a total of 11 swims (7 heats and 4 finals)
in a very tight 12 year old age group and swam a PB in
every race.
The Playford team of 11 children took home heaps of
medals and managed to finish 3rd overall in the
competition. They all had a great time and made life
long memories. They are looking forward to swimming
in the championship again in 2 years time.
Congratulations to both Jayden and Lachlan for their
dedication to their chosen sport.
We are very proud of you both!

Junior Choir

Clarinet Group

Lachlan is on the right diving off the blocks

As part of the Health and Physical Education program this year,
Middle Years students have participated in an Aquatics program
at West Lakes Aquatics Centre. Qualified instructors ensured
that all students had a safe and enjoyable learning experience
whilst developing a range of skills and understanding about
water safety. These included survival in the water, rescue of
others, mobility in, on and around water and environmental
issues that impact on marine life.
The students were involved in sailing, kayaking and snorkelling,
all of which were conducted on the lake. A beach awareness
program using surfboards was also held at Tennyson Beach, just
a short walk away. The students all had a wonderful day, many
of whom experienced these activities for the first time.

Snorkelling was our group’s last activity. We put
on our wet suits which came down to our ankles
and lined up to get a mask, snorkel and flippers.
We went under a tree and the instructor told us
how to use the snorkel. The mask has tempered
glass in it so that if there was an accident and
the glass broke it wouldn’t shatter and go into
our eyes. We also learnt some underwater signs
like OK, going up, which is thumb up and going
down which is thumb down. We walked down to
the water and sat in the water so that our body
could get acclimatised to the temperature of the
water. We had to swim out to a blue surfboard
towards the middle of the lake where two of the
instructors put chicken pellets into the water to
attract the fish to come to us. They were black
bream. They came really close and were
nibbling near us - it was a bit scary! When we
looked into the water through our masks they
looked like piranhas! They had spikey spines as
a protection for them. We put our faces in the
water and if we laid in the water we had to
remember to breathe but through our mouths!
Sarthi Room 30

Before we started our sailing session we had a 5 minute
preparation session to put our life jackets on and learnt some
safety rules. During sailing we learnt about the different parts of
the boat - starboard and port which are the different sides and
the bow and stern, which are the front and the back of the boat.
The boom is the bottom part of the sail and there are two
different parts that help to steer the boat– the tiller and the
rudder. We had to move the tiller which in turn moves the rudder
making the boat sail in the right direction. When that happens
the boom swings around when the wind blows. After we sailed
on the lake for about 20 minutes we had our rescue exercise.
Two of us had to jump off while the instructor sailed the boat
away from us! It was a bit scary but when he circled back to us
we had to ‘monkey crawl’ along the side of the boat until we got
to the stern. The instructor hauled us into the boat by pulling us
in by our life jackets. It was exhausting!
Corey Room 30

As we already had our personal flotation device on
(life jacket) we got our paddles ready for the double
kayak. We had to choose the most appropriate
paddles by standing a paddle on the ground and then
trying to touch the top of it. If our fingers could touch
the top of the paddle it was the perfect size for us,
making it easier to handle. We practised how to use
the paddles on the sand first with our partner and
then we went to our kayak. The bigger person had to
get into the back to keep it stabilised and it was their
job to steer the kayak left to right. We had to paddle
in unison by dipping the paddle in and out in a
circular motion. It was tiring but so much fun!
Javenna Room 30

For surfing we had to change wet suits and wear a
shorter version. We then crossed over to the beach.
The instructor told us some safety tips about rips,
watching out for landmarks and to always stay with a
group - never to go alone. We got our surfboards and
attached the leg strap so that it wouldn’t float away.
We had to climb onto the board and lay on our
stomachs and paddle with our arms from one
instructor to another as a warm up exercise. Our
challenge was to try and stand up on the board. It
was hard to balance and only one or two managed to
do it. At the end of the session we made a raft of our
boards and we had to try and run across them. Most
of us managed to skip off into the water!
All in all it was such a great day and so much fun we would love to go again!
Corey, Sarthi and Javenna

A Perspective on Art
During our visual art lessons we have been learning about perspective. We weren’t allowed to use erasers and we
were all a bit worried about making mistakes. Some people wanted to give up at first but Ms Keough told us that if
we made a mistake we just had to work with it and try to figure it out the best way we could.
To start with we had to lightly rule lines diagonally from corner to corner so that we had lines crossing over each
other. As we looked at our page we drew a big tree on the left hand side in the biggest triangle and then drew trees
in the other triangles, gradually getting smaller towards the middle. We had to imagine we were standing on a road
looking into the distance.
We then did the same on the other side but this time we drew apartments. We drew the sky, sun and clouds at the
top and lastly we drew the road with lines down the middle and footpaths on either side starting at the bottom of the
page. We drew the road wider at the bottom and as we extended the road up the page it became narrower to look
as though it was going into the distance.
Once the drawing was completed we had to erase the lines carefully and use colour pencils to colour our pictures.
Some people used textas to outline the road to make it ‘pop’ and others used pencil shavings to softly shade their
pictures. Once we were finished everyone was amazed at the results!
We are now applying this knowledge to a new perspective project of our own choice. (Chanelle is drawing a village
with cottages and Dilara is drawing a beach scene)
Chanelle and Dilara

Happyness

Trent

Rathy

Sara

Chalk Drawings
Room 9 have been creative with chalk to cheer up the students in our school. We have been practising our line work,
directional communication and gross motor movement skills to capture the images.

Ducklings
Ms Neilson brought in 2 baby ducklings to
show the children! They also helped the
ducklings have a little swim. The children
loved patting and holding them.

