
difficulty in finding an appropriate time available, 
telephone interviews might be an alternative.   
Please make an effort to make contact with your child’s 
class teacher during this time.  Towards the end of 
Term 2 a written report will be sent home. 
 
Student Learning Goals 
Students have recently been working with their teachers 
to set some learning goals in English and Maths.  These 
goals are set by both your child’s teacher and by your 
child.  Along with this the students have talked with their 
teacher about what their strengths are and these are 
also recorded.  This information was sent home with 
your child in a white envelope either late last week or 
earlier this week. We hope that your child has shared 
this with you.  These goals will also be a focus of our 
upcoming interviews in a few weeks’ time.  If you have 
not seen these goals please check with your child or 
their teacher. 
 
School Tours 
Do you know anyone who has a child starting school in 
2021? We are planning a number of school tours over 
the next few weeks to show prospective parents/
students around our beautiful school. Please let family, 
friends and neighbours know. 
 
Tuesday 17th March at 5pm 
Wednesday 18th March at 9:15am 
Wednesday 18th March at 6pm 
Tuesday 7th April at 9:15am 
Tuesday 7th April at 6:00pm 
 
Call the school on 8258 1816 to book a place 
Rachel McLennan 
 

From the Principal 
 
Pupil Free Day Teacher Training 
Our educators enjoyed a day packed with new learning 
on Tuesday 10th March. We spent the first 3 hours doing 
training in Jolly Grammar which compliments the Jolly 
Phonics training completed last year. This will enable 
teachers to implement a consistent and rigorous spelling 
and grammar program across the school.  
Next I led a session on Student Learning Goals followed 
by a session reviewing our 3 year Site Improvement 
Plans in order to check-in on how we are going with 
implementing our actions.  
We then finished the day with a workshop on “Barriers 
and Functional Needs” facilitated by our Special Educator 
Joss Adele. 
We really appreciate the opportunity to spend a whole 
day learning together and hope you enjoyed your family 
time over the long weekend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three way Interviews 
Monday 30th March - Friday 3rd April 
Notes will be coming home next week offering you the 
opportunity to book an interview with your child’s class 
teacher. These meetings with your child’s class teacher 
provide families the opportunity to discuss their progress 
over the term. While times are offered throughout the 
week, the main evening time is on Monday 30th March.  
Interpreters will be made available for those needing this 
service. These times are already set as they need to be 
booked in advance. 
We are encouraging all interviews to be conducted with 
your child as well.  I urge you to make the time to meet 
with your child’s class teacher and value the chance to 
formally meet and discuss your child’s progress.  These 
interviews are an important part of our reporting to 
parents and a chance to set up a positive working 
partnership to support your child.  If you are having  
 
 

Comments and Feedback to: 
dl.0537_info@schools.sa.edu.au 

www.pgardens.sa.edu.au 

23 Shepherdson Road,  
Parafield Gardens, SA 5107  
Tel: 8258 1816 Fax: 8281 5857 
http://www.youtube.com/user/
ParafieldGR7 

Newsletter - Week 7 Term 1 2020 

DIARY DATES  
THIS TERM ASSEMBLIES ARE HELD ON  

THURSDAY OF WEEKS 8, 11 at 9:00am in the Hall 

Wednesday 1st April 
Year 6/7 Aquatics 

 

Monday 30th March to Friday 3rd April 
Parent Teacher Interviews 

 

Wednesday 8th April 
Casual Day with Gold Coin Donation 

 

Thursday 9th April 
Last day of Term 1 with Early Dismissal  

 

Friday 10th April 
Good Friday  

Jolly Grammar Training with Fiona Sullivan 

mailto:dl.0537_info@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.youtube.com/user/ParafieldGR7
http://www.youtube.com/user/ParafieldGR7
https://aka.ms/o0ukef


build the parliament building but got money from a kind 
and wealthy person to complete the Parliament House.  
I thought the Government got their job because they 
applied for it, but it turns out the citizens of Australia 
vote for who they want to represent their country. I want 
to be hard working, smart, and brave like you guys. I will 
do my best to be a successful business man or maybe a 
part of the Government, but I am still thinking about my 
options. Good luck and kind regards, 
Sincerely from                                                        
William Room 34 
Parafield Gardens R-7 school                                

 

Secondary School Open Nights 
The Year 7/8 transition process for 2020 is due to 
commence and High School information will be sent 
home early next term. Now is the time for families to 
consider their choice of secondary school for next year. 
High schools will be holding their Open Nights and 
Information sessions over the next few weeks and as 
this information comes to hand it will be published in 
our newsletters. The following schools have 
announced their open days and special evenings for 
students and their families to attend. 
 
Parafield Gardens High School 

 Wednesday 23rd March  5:00pm - 7:00pm 
More information regarding this evening is included 
later in this edition. 
Para Hills High School - Open Day  

 Tuesday 17th March - 4:00pm - 7:00pm  

 interactive demonstrations  

 meet the Principal and Key Staff members  

 tours depart every 15 minutes from the front 
office between 4pm and 6pm  

Paralowie R-12 School Open Night 

 Tuesday 17th March - 5:30pm - 8:00pm  

 Starting with gourmet hamburgers 

 Information session in senior School at 6:00pm 

 School viewings 6:30pm - 8:00pm 
Salisbury High School 

 Wednesday 18th March - from 5:00pm 

 Starting with a BBQ 
We also suggest if you have a child currently in Year 6 
that you might want to start investigating your options 
for high school. In doing so you will gain an informed 
decision for your child's high school education.   
 

Civics and Citizenship 
As part of our Civics and Citizenship unit this term, the 
students in Room 34 had the opportunity to visit 
Parliament House on Tuesday 25th February. During 
class we have been exploring the democratic principles 
that underpin the right to a free and fair vote in 
Australia, the roles of the three levels of government as 
well as the responsibilities of electors and 
representatives in Australian democracy. During the 
excursion the students consolidated their learning 
experiences with the opportunity to engage with real 
politicians about issues that concern them. The 
students were lucky enough to have Labour Member of 
the Legislative Council, Emily Bourke, and the State 
Member for Playford, Michael Brown, giving them a 
guided tour of Parliament House. They also 
participated in a mock Parliament sitting, experiencing 
first hand the process of democratic law making. Below 
is a letter of thanks from one of the students. 
Dear Mr. Michael Brown and Ms. Emily Bourke, 
I am writing this letter from Parafield Gardens R-7 
School to say thank you so much for the amazing tour 
of the old parliament house on 25

th
 of February 2020. 

You included lots of amazing details about the 
Government and how laws are made by debating in 
the red and green house.  
My favourite part about the tour was when you told us 
how laws are made and the history of the Parliament. I 
enjoyed how the paintings are professional and those 
cool artefacts in the glass boxes that looked like 
medals.  
The moral I learnt from the tour is if we are being kind 
we will be rewarded, like how we ran out of money to House of Assembly 

Legislative Council  



Festival of Music Choir  
Our Festival of Music choir has recently formed and 
we have a large number of students wanting to 
participate this year! They will be working hard for 3 
terms to learn the brand new repertoire by heart. We 
have a fantastic new range of songs with some 
focusing on the cosmos and the Kaurna night sky!  We 
will select 32 of these students to sing at the Festival 
Centre in September. 
The Festival of Music 
is a state icon and 
has been running for 
over 120 years! We 
look forward to 
sharing our journey 
with you as we will be 
performing 
throughout the year 
at our assemblies. 
 

Growing Beans 
We have been working with Ms Kaye and we planted 
some broad beans on Wednesday 19th February. We 
borrowed a book from the library called ‘From Bean to 
Bean Plants’ and it had photos of them growing.  
First we put some paper towel into a jar and made the 
paper wet. Then we pushed 4 bean seeds into the jars 
between the paper and the glass. We thought that they 
might grow and maybe change colour. We also knew 
that we would need to take care of the seeds by 
making sure they had sunlight and water. 
Two days later we saw that the skin of some of the 
seeds was peeling off and that some had broken free 
and had started to grow some roots. After another 
three days the roots had grown and the longest one 
measured 7cm. Three days later the shoots had grown 
and the roots were very long - the longest one was 
then 10½cm long! The roots have got little ones 
coming off the main one and looks a bit creepy! Agam 
predicted that the tallest shoot would take five days to 
get above the edge of the jar but it happened even 
quicker than that! 
Ms Kaye took the jars home on the weekend to make 
a time-lapse video so we could see them growing. It 
was amazing to see the shoots moving and growing. 
The leaves have started to open up as well. It was 
really fun to watch! In the second time lapse video we 
could actually see the tallest shoot bending and 
wiggling as it grew taller! Last Wednesday Agam 
measured his tallest shoot and it was amazing! He 
could not believe that it measured 28cm. We are 
wondering how tall they will grow! 
Agam, Jadon and Lawrie Room 7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sports Vouchers Program 
The Sports Vouchers program is a Government of 
South Australia initiative administered by the Office for 
Recreation, Sport and Racing. The program provides an 
opportunity for primary school aged children from 
Reception to Year 7 to receive up to a $100 discount on 
sports or dance membership/registration fees. The 
purpose is to increase the number of children playing 
organised sport or participating in dance activities by 
reducing cost as a barrier.  
There will be sign-in sheets available at the office for 
parents to register an interest for their child for the 
programs listed below. A letter including a voucher will 
then be sent home to those families. 
 
After School Activities for Terms 2, 3, and 4 
Physical activity is vital for a child’s development and 
lays the foundation for a healthy and active life. Physical 
activity is great fun, an important part of play and 
learning, and essential for healthy growth and 
development. Playing organised sports and activities 
can be good for your child in lots of ways:  

 it can help them develop fitness and feel good 
about themselves 

 learn to listen and follow instructions and basic 
tactics 

 improve movement and coordination skills 

 learn to lead, follow and be part of a team 

 learn about fair play and being a good sport 
With this in mind, we have included information below 
regarding after school sports programs which are 
available for the remaining terms at a cost of $100 per 
child.  
Term 2:  
MissFit Dance - Weeks 2– 9 

 Years 3 to 7 students Tuesdays  

 Reception to Year 2 students Thursdays  

 3:15pm to 4:00pm either in the Hall or The Hive 
(TBA) 

 No knowledge of dance is required 
There will be a maximum of 30 students for each 
session. 
Term 3: 

R – Year 7 Soccer Clinics: 

Weeks 2 - 9 

 Tuesday nights  

 3:15pm – 4:00pm  

 Primary Oval  

 

Here are the stages of the 
growth of the bean plants. 

 

Since this photo was taken the 
shoot is now over 40cm tall! 



Term 4  
Gymnastics: Weeks 1 – 7 (50 JP & 30 P)  

 Reception to Year 2 students Tuesdays 

 Years 3 to 7 students Thursday nights  

 3:00pm – 4:00pm 

 In the Hall 
There will be a maximum of 50 junior primary 
students and 30 primary students for these sessions. 

 

Nude Food Picnic 
As a culmination of Clean Up Parafield Gardens Day, we 
embraced Nude Food lunch boxes by having a whole 
school picnic on the R-7 grass area last Thursday. It was 
wonderful to see so many ‘nude’ lunch boxes with little or 
no wrappings.  

It was such a lovely 
atmosphere with 
many children eating 
from their Nude 
Food lunch boxes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year we are running the Stephanie Alexander 
Kitchen Garden program. To help us keep developing 
our garden and deliver a wonder cooking program to 
our students, some of the year 3 and 4 students will 
be setting up a market to sell seedlings. We will be 
selling cucumber, basil and spinach seedlings in 
week 9. We will be selling them in the mornings for 
parents and during the day for students to purchase.  
The price will vary between 50 cents to a $1.50 
depending on the seedling. Please help support our 
kitchen garden program by purchasing our seedlings. 
The students have been very excited to grow 
vegetables and cook with the produce. 
The students will be making posters to advertise the 
time, place and day that our market will be open. 
These will be displayed around the school next week. 
Ms Nina Ostrun 

Class Awards 
The following students have been presented with an 
Assembly Award. The categories for the awards are 
derived from our Peace Values: Personal (eg caring 
and being a good listener). Enthusiasm (eg 
demonstrating a positive attitude and contributing 
enthusiastically), Attributes (eg showing respect to 
others, being inclusive of others, showing resilience 
and being responsible), Collaboration (eg cooperating 
and participating) and Excellence (eg striving for 
personal best).  
Term 1 Week 4: Room 1: Youssef 2: Mohadesa  3: 
Sienna 4: Ava 5: Bawi 6: Emily 7: Tanin 8: Matthew 
9: Jack 10: Grace 11: Eddie 12: Christian 20: 
Jasmine 23: Amelie 24: Sagar 25: Rishan 26A: 
Areeba 26B: Kelly 27: Shantia 28: Vihaan 29: Cooper 
30: Shana 31: Ryan 32: Eisentra 33 Dilara 34A: 
William 34B: Maylyn 

STAR Awards 
Ms Yates (Music/Drama) Room 23 

Ms Mentha (Music/Drama) Room 24 
Mr C (Health/PE) Room 31 

Mr Parsons (Health/PE) Room 11 
Ms Neilson (Auslan) Room 12 

 

Scholastic Book Club Issue 2 2020 
Scholastic Book Club catalogue Issue 2 is now 
available to order from. 

The due date for orders from  
this issue is  

Monday 23rd March. 
The Linked Online Ordering and Payment (LOOP) is 
where parents can place their order online and use 
their credit card to pay.  

NO CASH ORDERS WILL ACCEPTED 
Please remember there is no obligation to purchase 
as book club is an optional service. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https://hillend-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/learning-at-our-school/sakgf.html&psig=AOvVaw1U_Ee76VA5gw7GBXhL-mu6&ust=1583977867684000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCK58ankegCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Big Day In 
On Friday 21st February all of the Year 7 students participated in the Big Day In - our student leadership training 
day. Students participated in a range of activities to develop a culture of teamwork and collaboration.  Activities 
included a leadership forum led by Ms McLennan, The Dream It Dance Crew from Parafield Gardens High School, a 
STEM workshop hosted by Ms McDonald and Ms Ostrun as well as a reflection of our school and community 
values.  

We had the Big Day In so that we could learn what is needed 
to be good leaders and role models. 
During the first session of the day we took part in a fun and 
funny STEM activity which was run by Ms Ostrun and Ms 
McDonald The activity was to make an object that would get 
the blueberries from the other side of the river. I found this 
activity really good fun! 
In the second session Officer Cassie from SAPOL,  came to 
our school to talk to us about cyber safety. She talked about 
how we need to be safe on the internet and protect ourselves. 
She said to do this by coming up with a strong password and 
not to share any personal business. 
Third session! I definitely thought this was the best activity. The 
Dream It Crew, which is a dance group,  came from Parafield 
Gardens High School to work with us. They took different 
groups for a variety of activities which lasted a couple of 
minutes and then we swapped to the next activity. This was 
definitely my favourite! The Big Day In  was so much fun! I can 
guarantee you will have such a fun day with all your friends as 
I did! 
Brydie Room 30  

The first activity was Ms McLennan’s speech. It was 
about the Leadership Forum and she spoke about 
what it takes to be a good leader. She spoke about 
how she thought Emma Watson, who is an actress, 
and Mark Zuckerberg (Facebook creator) are good 
leaders, because they think of other people before 
themselves. 
After that we did a STEM activity where we had to 
build a device to get our blueberries across the river. 
My group didn’t get to try ours because we built it in 
the last minute. 
We also had the Parafield Gardens High School 
dance team come over and we did a circuit, where 
we had 10 minutes with each leader. I couldn’t join 
in this activity because I was on crutches. 
In conclusion the Big Day In was really fun and a 
good reflection on how to be a good leader. 
Olivia Room 30 

Solving the problem of the blueberries involving 
teamwork and cooperation 

Part of the Dream It Crew activities 



The first thing we did was listen to Mrs McLennan. 
Everyone was really quiet because the principle was 
talking and we were so scared that if we talked too 
loud she might make us stay in for recess. Mrs 
McLennan was talking about leaders and how they 
were a great person. She found those leaders by 
searching in Google. Later on the teachers gave two 
envelops to each of the tables, but we couldn’t open 
them until we got permission. When we opened the 
yellow envelope, we had to choose what we thought 
was the best picture about being a leader and why we 
chose them. We chose one picture with a guy pointing 
to victory.  
Mr Medlin also spoke to us about having growth 
mindset and that you should never give up and to not 
lose hope because one day it’s going to happen if you 
don’t give up on yourself. 
Kevin Room 32 
 
After recess a police officer came to talk to us about 
cyber safety. Officer Cassie spoke about why we 
really need to keep our information private on social 
media. She also showed us some videos about cyber 
bullying where some teenagers had taken the wrong 
choice and decided to share their information and 
private stuff online. She showed us a video of a 
schoolgirl named Carly Ryan who was only 15 years 
old, but was killed by a serial paedophile.  
Bentou Room 32 

As part of Ms McLennan’s presentation she gave us a 
set of cards with faces on them with qualities which a 
good leader might need. There was ‘Growth Mindset 
Gaby’, ‘Honest Harry’, ‘Responsible Roxy’, ‘Collaborative 
Cassy’, ‘Fair Freddy’, ‘Popular Poppy’, Problem Solver 
Pete, ‘Persistent Paul’, ‘Organised Ollie’ and ‘Resilient 
Rose’. We had to decide in our teams which of these 
qualities would make a good leader. 
Out of the 10 characters and we had to pick the top 5 
personalities as to who would make a good leader. For 
example because ‘Popular Poppy’ is popular with other 
students she could catch their attention and other people 
would listen to her. Our group chose ‘Organised Ollie’ 
because if you’re organised you don’t really need others 
to help you because you can do it on your own. Growth 
Mindset Gaby’ would be able to teach you not to give up 
and to think positively and not negatively. If we had a 
team of people with all of the traits it would make a great 
group of leaders.  
(Zena thinks that she aligns herself with ‘Fair Freddy’ 
because she likes to be fair and kind to her friends. Hung 
felt more like ‘Organised Ollie’ but he thinks he needs to 
follow through on his plans.) 
 
We also had cards with pictures of what a leader might 
look like. One picture showed a person walking with a 
flag held high and another one of someone on top of a 
mountain reaching down to help someone else. In Ms 
Elliott’s class we learnt that a good leader has one hand 
to help themselves and the other to help others. 
Ms McLennan told us that in a wolf pack the leader of the 
pack is at the back overseeing all the members of the 
pack. 
I already knew about the wolf pack. The alpha wolf is the 
biggest, strongest and fastest wolf. He respects the 
others in the group and they respect him. He watches 
over the pack from behind.  
Zena and Hung Room 31 

Choosing personalities of a good leader 

What does a good leader look like? 

Big Day In 













  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How can I help my 

child develop good 

reading skills? 

Come along to one of 

our reading 

workshops. 

Day, afternoon and 

evening sessions. 

Morning or Afternoon 

Tea provided. 

Crèche supplied for 

siblings. 

YOU’RE INVITED 
PARENT WORKSHOP: READING 

 
Would you like to learn about the different ways we support your child at 
school with reading? Would you like to learn how to do this at home with your 
child so that he/she has a strong reading foundation? Would you like to know 
what teachers look for in order to further progress your child’s reading 
development? Then come along to one of our parent workshops being held 
during Week 8 this term. 
 

Please note: this workshop is the same as those offered in 2018 and 2019, we will 
be offering different literacy workshops later in the year for parents who have 
attended the reading one previously. 
 

Learn how to empower your child so that they develop more confidence with 
their reading while learning new skills. Make reading time more enjoyable and 
not just another thing that needs to be done!  
 

Our reading workshops are predominantly aimed at parents of R-3 students 
(5 – 8 year olds) but are open to all year levels. Please choose from one of the 
following workshop times and return the slip to the Front Office. 
 

Please note: It is important that you bring your school aged child along 
with you to the session so that you can practise with them. 

 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Working Together 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Term 1 Reading Workshops – Please fill in and return to the Front Office or email Deana.Cuconits726@schools.sa.edu.au 

 

Student name: _____________________________________  Class: ________ Year Level: ________ 
 

Week 8 – choose one session you will attend: 

Wednesday 18h March:  3.30pm – 5.00pm          

Wednesday 18th March: 6.00pm – 7.30pm         

Friday 20nd March: 9.00am – 10.30am   

 Crèche Required   

Names of adults attending: _____________________________ Number of children: _____________  

 _____________________________ Ages: _____________________________ 

PARAFIELD GARDENS 
R-7 SCHOOL 

23 Shepherdson Road 
Parafield Gardens SA 

5107 
Ph. 8258 1816 








