Newsletter - Week 4 Term 1 2020
From the Principal
Acquaintance Night and Governing Council AGM
Thank you to those families who attended our
Acquaintance Night and Governing Council AGM last
week. I would like to thank the following people who
have been re-elected on to Governing Council for a two
year term - Kyall Zechner, Kerry Smith, Melissa Oldland
and Kate Swanson. They will join our existing members
Liz Schoneweiss, Denise Angel and Melanie MacGregor
who move into the second year of their tenure. We also
welcome new Council members, Ilona Atterton and
Kiranben Mehta for a two year term and Melissa
Robertson for a one year term.
The staff representatives for 2020 are Rachel Shephard,
Rebekah Cohen and Deb Halligan (Term 1).
Thank you to Tracey Carthew, Kelli-Simone Kennedy and
Jacinta Greaves who have finished their term on
Governing Council. We appreciate all their time and
energy supporting our school community.

Arriving for school in the morning
Students should arrive to school in the morning between
8:20am and 8:40am. This is when staff are on duty
to supervise children in the yard. Classrooms open
when the first bell goes at 8:35am. The second bell
goes at 8:40am when classes start. There are a growing
number of children arriving at school too early. Parents
are asked to please ensure children (for their own
safety) do not arrive at school before 8:20am.
Our Newsletter is going paperless to save the trees!
Our newsletters are published on our school website
and our Facebook page. We also send it via email, so
please ensure that we have your current email address
by updating and returning the student personal data
information form you received this week .
Rachel McLennan
School Pedestrian Crossing Monitors
Students from Years 5, 6 and 7 took part in School
Crossing Monitor training with SA Police Officer, Senior
Constable Helen Anderson last Friday 14th February.
The training is an official requirement for students
before they can volunteer to work as crossing monitors
for our school crossing on Shepherdson Road. By
volunteering, students develop community spirit and
leadership skills. These are personal qualities we
particularly encourage in all our students. Students will
receive an official training certificate when they return
their permission slip and agree to volunteer. Consent
forms need to be returned by tomorrow.
Vicki Poulain
DIARY DATES
THIS TERM ASSEMBLIES ARE HELD ON

Channel 9 Weather Team
The students really enjoyed the excitement created by
the Channel 9 news and weather crew last Tuesday.
Kate and Brenton ran a workshop for our year 6/7
students in the morning and then visited the Hive where
they saw robotics, film making and cooking classes. After
school, Jess and the weather team arrived. They brought
with them a fringe performance (Circus Acelere) and 400
Krispy cream donuts.
Thank you to the
families who came
back early for the
weather cross. It was
wonderful to see so
many families visiting
our school.
There
are
more
photos and student
reflections later in this
publication.
23 Shepherdson Road,
Parafield Gardens, SA 5107
Tel: 8258 1816 Fax: 8281 5857
http://www.youtube.com/user/
ParafieldGR7

THURSDAY OF WEEKS 4, 6, 8, 11 at 9:00am in the Hall

Friday 21st February
Year 7 Big Day In
Friday 6th, Wednesday 11th, Thursday 12th March,
Wednesday 1st April
Year 6/7 Aquatics
Monday 9th March
Adelaide Cup Public Holiday
Tuesday 10th March
PUPIL FREE DAY
Monday 30th March to Friday 3rd April
Parent Teacher Interviews
Wednesday 8th April
Casual Day with Gold Coin Donation
Thursday 9th April
Last day of Term 1 with Early Dismissal
Friday 10th April
Good Friday
Comments and Feedback to:

dl.0537_info@schools.sa.edu.au

www.pgardens.sa.edu.au

Futsal Champion

Room 5
Year 3 student Lucca spent some of his Christmas
holiday representing his state in the U8 Futsal
Championships in Sydney. Lucca's team came second
in the silver series, which was an amazing
achievement. Out of the eight SA teams who
competed, two made it to the finals. The under 13’s
won the gold cup and the under 8's came runner
up. We are very proud of you Lucca.

Flying Starters

At our first assembly we welcomed 74 new reception
students to our school. These children are in Rooms 2,
3, 4 and 5. There are also 2 new reception students in
our JP Special class. The children have already made
new friends and are settling into the routines of school.
We wish them well for their first term at school.

Room 2

Room 8 students

Materials and Services Charges - time
to arrange payment now
The 2020 ‘Student Personal Data’ packages were sent
home to all families this week, which included a Tax
Invoice showing the 2020 Material and Services
Charges for your child. Please remember these charges
are compulsory fees to assist in paying for the school
equipment, stationery and books that your child uses
while at school.
These fees are due and payable by the end of Term
1.
Many thanks to parents who have already paid their
2020 Material and Services Charges. Some parents
have signed up to have an amount paid regularly
through Centrelink (Centrepay). This ensures that the
fees are paid by the end of the year. Other available
payment options are cash, credit card, cheque, or
instalment payments by Direct Debit where payments
are automatically deducted from your bank account.

Some parents have already filled out a 2020 School
Card form as they believe they are eligible for
support due to low income. (Reminder: School Card
forms need to be completed every year).
If you are having difficulties, please come into the office
and make a time to discuss payments with a member of
the front office staff.

Room 3

Also included in the package was a form showing vital
information from our database about your child. These
are especially important for emergency contact
numbers and medical information.
Medical forms and Permission forms if applicable to
your child were also included.
Please complete and return these forms as soon as
possible, as it is very important that our data base
contains current information. Even if no details
need to be changed, please return the forms.
Lynne Lean
Administration Officer

Secondary School Open Nights

Room 4

The Year 7/8 transition process for 2020 is due to
commence and High School information will be sent
home later this term. Now is the time for families to
consider their choice of secondary school for next year.
High schools will be holding their Open Nights and

Information sessions over the next few weeks and as
this information comes to hand it will be published in
our newsletters. The following schools have
announced their open days and special evenings for
students and their families to attend.
Parafield Gardens High School

Wednesday 23rd March 5:00pm - 7:00pm
More information regarding this evening will be
available shortly. Parents will be advised via email
along with flyers which will sent to classes.
We also suggest if you have a child currently in Year 6
that you might want to start investigating your options
for high school. In doing so you will gain an informed
decision for your child's high school education.
Para Hills High School - Open Day

Tuesday 17 March - 4:00pm - 7:00pm

interactive demonstrations

meet the Principal and Key Staff members

tours depart every 15 minutes from the front
office between 4pm and 6pm

Scholastic Book Club for 2020

Keep an eye out for
Scholastic Book Club.
Issue 2 catalogue will be
going home in the second
half
of
this
term.
Throughout the rest of the
year, a new issue will
come
home
at
the
beginning of each term.
The Linked Online Ordering and Payment (LOOP) is
where parents place their order online or via the App
and use their credit card to pay. Please remember
there is no obligation to purchase; book club is an
optional service.

Conversations about being a Peace School with PALs

Auslan

The school year has started well with students eager to
extend their Auslan language skills. The recent
television news coverage of the fire disasters has
highlighted the use of Auslan throughout the Australian
communities, with interpreters standing alongside
people making emergency announcements. Some of
these interpreters have been my past students, so
perhaps in the future we will be seeing someone from
PGR-7!
Auslan Choir practices have commenced on Monday at
lunch time with a good and enthusiastic attendance.
This is open to students Year 4-7 with a few exceptions.
Christine Krohn - Specialist Auslan Teacher

Year 1 Singing

As a part of our oral language program the year 1
students and JP special class are participating in
singing every Monday afternoon. We began with
learning the words and meaning of the National
Anthem. We are also learning lots of other fun songs
including Highway Number 1 and This is my Singing
Voice which helps us learn which voice we should use
at different times.

STEM Challenge

The year one students from Room 20 have been
testing themselves with STEM challenges. The
students have also been meeting with their Pals from
Room 32 in the Peace Garden to have conversations
about themselves and ‘Peace’. Students have asked
the question, “What does 'we are a Peace School'
mean?”
STEM challenge - make a 3D shape with matchsticks

Some of our enthusiastic members of the Auslan choir

Meeting the Needs...

In Room 9 the students are learning to identify that they
have needs to be met for them to grow and succeed.
This term they are being tested to understand how
others have needs also, and that sometimes they may
need help to meet these
needs in order for them to
grow. As a part of their
STEM and Zones of
Regulation
investigation
each student has been
provided with a plant to
care for, so that the needs
of the plants are met for it
to grow. Over the course
of the term the students
will be responsible for

caring for their plant, creating the environment it needs
to survive as well as measuring and tracking its growth.
The photo shows the seedlings we are growing.

School Crossing Training

On Friday 14th February all of the students
from Years 5, 6, and 7 attended a training
session with Senior Constable Helen
Anderson from SAPOL, to prepare to work as
School Crossing Monitors. We learnt that we
must wear our colourful vest every time we do
crossing duty so that people know that we
have a special job to do. We also learnt not
to stop special vehicles like buses and trucks
or emergency vehicles because they are
important and probably have places to go to
urgently. We shouldn’t stand too close to the edge of
the curb because if we tripped we could fall onto the
road and maybe get hit by a passing car.
Another job is to make sure that people walk across
with lights properly and don’t run or go against the
lights - following the rules. It’s kind of like being a Patrol
Leader with Scouts because it’s a responsible job. As
students we also have to remember what day we go on
duty and who our partner is. It was an interesting talk.
Joel and Angel Room 34A

Crows Football talk

Last week we were lucky enough to have some
members of the Women’s Crows Football team come
and talk to us. It was really fun especially the activities.
The four girls were really nice. The activity I enjoyed
the most was the untangling competition because our
group managed to untangle 3 - one of them when we
were able to talk to each other and two without talking.
Even though we couldn’t talk we still managed to do it.
I also enjoyed the game where the girls called out a
number and we had to get into groups of that number.
It was great meeting them and I hope they are able to
come again and do more fun activities with us.
Zahra Room 31

Communication
In the first activity, we had to get into groups of 5 and
make a circle with our arms crossed while holding
hands with the people who were not beside us, we
then had to untangle ourselves into a circle. Some
groups found it difficult to untangle themselves but it
was worth a try.
The second activity was to make a circle with the
same group we had before and hand ball the football
around to our peers without speaking.
Instead of speaking we had to use body language to
the person you were passing the football to.
Teamwork
We first had to get into pairs, sit on the grass and link
each other’s arms together. We then had to go
against each other’s backs and stand up. The
majority of the groups could do it, but not all.
During our second activity we had to run in circles
and one of the women called out which groups we
had to go in and people used their body language to
get into groups, for example “Get into groups of 5 or
4.”
Leadership
Adding onto the first activity for communication, only
one person from each group was chosen to speak.
But in some groups the leader was too nervous to
speak, so the others had to figure it out themselves,
and some succeeded.
In the end we got into a line in front of the football
goals and all the girls took a turn to kick a football and
see whose kick went the furthest.
Demi, Chanelle and Bella Room 33

Class Awards

Last Thursday 4 women from the Women’s AFL team
including 2 players - Anne Hatchard (Hachi) and Sara
Allan and 2 amazing volunteers, came to Parafield
Gardens R-7 School. All year 6 girls participated, and
they were taught many useful skills, they focused on
Communication, Leadership and Teamwork.

Here are our first group of Assembly Award recipients
for 2020. Each student received a beautiful certificate
to share with their family.
Term 1 Week 2: Room 1: Athena 2: Alice 3: Chase
4: Dania 5: Zayne 6: Anil 7: Senil 8: Trent 9: Payton
10: Lucas 11: Venisa 12: Ravneet 20: Dawt 23:
Ryley 24: Skyler 25: Kiara 26A: Alana 26B: William
27: Pari 28: Femi 29: Henry 30: Zulfiqar 31: Solyna
32: Lily 33 Japimran 34A: Nalisa 34B: Ruby
STAR Awards
Ms Yates (Music/Drama) Room 10
Ms Mentha (Music/Drama) Room 11
Mr Luke (Arts) Room 25
Mr C (Health/PE) Room 34A
Mr Parsons (Health/PE) Room 28
Ms Krohn (Auslan) Room 30

Visual Arts in Room 11
During visual art lessons we have painted our self portraits. We had to draw an oval. We did dots in the middle and
on the side. We drew our eyes, eyelashes and eyebrows. Next we drew our nose, our mouth and our ears from our
eyebrows to our mouth. Next we drew our hair. We painted all the outlines black, chose our skin colour and a background colour. All of our portraits are on the pinboard in our classroom. We think they look amazing!
Catharine, Eddie, Isabelle and Jaxson

Acknowledgement of the Kaurna People
The students in Room 7 have started a unit of inquiry on significant people and places in Australia. To start
the unit off, they participated in an inquiry circle where they were all able to engage in rich discussion,
share ideas and listen to one another’s points of view on the topic. They were posed with the question
‘Should the date that Australia Day is celebrated on be changed?’. Prior to the inquiry circle, students
watched a short video which highlighted different perspectives on the topic. The student’s responses to the
question brought up questions around fairness, kindness and respect and demonstrated a level of
empathy and understanding. The learning conversation lead to thinking about the traditional owners of the
land and the acknowledgement that our school makes at assemblies. As a class we thought that we could
create our own acknowledgement of the Kaurna people as the traditional owners of the land that we are so
fortunate to learn and play on every day, and this is what we created.

Visit from Channel 9
On Tuesday last week all of the Year 6 and 7 students
went to the hall at 9:30 in the morning, because Channel 9
news reporters Brenton and Kate were going to talk to us.
We all were very happy to meet them and they talked
about themselves. They seemed to be very pleased to be
at our school. They talked about some of the occurrences
that happen on channel 9. They talked about some of the
latest news which was the bushfires and coronavirus. They
asked us if we had any questions about them. A lot of
hands were up and some of the questions were: How
much money do you earn? How early do you wake up?
What was your dream job? All of those questions were
answered by Kate and Brenton. Then they said that if
you’re going to be at Acquaintance Night you could be a
part of our Channel 9 News.
Eisentra Room 32

Kate and Brenton talked about some different jobs of
people who work behind the scenes at Channel 9. There
were so many jobs including camera man, the reporters,
editors and more. They talked about what it was like to
be a reporter and we heard about things that occurred
during the day. They have to talk about loads of unique
stories and disasters throughout Australia, which come in
everyday. They are always expecting something new.
Emily Room 34A

While they were in The Hive they watched some older
students coding with the Lego Mindstorm equipment.
They were very impressed with our students!

Kate and Brenton had fun in the Green Room
superimposing their faces over pictures. They also
watched students working in The Hive in the ‘think
tank’ writing procedures of how to make pizzas.
Afterwards they observed another group in the
kitchen making their pizzas from fresh produce grown
in our garden.

From here….to up there!

During the Channel 9 Weather crossover, the students and their
families were treated to a circus act performed by Circolombia Acéléré.
They are a group of artists from Columbia and had only just got off the
plane before coming to our school. They had lots of energy and
performed feats of strength, balance and tumbling. There were lots of
“oohs” and “aahs” from the crowd as they enjoyed these amazing
tricks.

Clean Up Parafield Gardens Day!

On Thursday 5th March (week 6) we will be holding a clean up day and having a ‘nude food’
picnic, in line with ‘Clean Up Australia Day 2020’. The Parafield Gardens Youth
Environment Committee (YEC) will be challenging all classes to create no more waste than
they can fit into an empty bread bag. This challenge will last for that week. Winning classes
will receive a prize from YEC. To promote ‘nude food’ lunches we will be holding a whole
school ‘nude food’ picnic on Thursday 5th March at 12:30pm
Thank you for supporting your child to help keep our beautiful school free from plastic and
waste. Please have a look at our poster on the Community Board near the front office.
The Members of YEC

Here are a few ideas for healthy ‘nude lunch boxes’
with no plastic wrappings...

A quick and easy way to pay for your
child’s lunch order from the canteen...

School Dress Code Reminder
It is great to see our students back to school and proudly wearing the dress code.
A few reminders:

all clothing needs to be navy in colour

denim is not part of the school uniform

hats are to be worn throughout the year

make up, nail polish and jewellery are not to be worn

suitable footwear for PE is important.
The Governing Council has endorsed these guidelines.
The school has plenty of clothing in stock available for purchase. Please ensure that your
children’s clothing is clearly named.
Come and see us in the front office if you have any questions or if you would like to purchase
any part of the dress code for your child.

Description

Sizes
Available

Dress

4 - 14
4–8
10 – 14
S-M-L-XL
4–8
10 – 14
4–8
10 – 14
S-M-L
4-8
10 - 14
S-M-L-XL
6–8
10 – 14
S-M-L
4–8
10 – 14
S-M-L
4 - 14
4–8
10 – 14
S-M-L
10 - 14
S-M-L-XL
10 - 14
S-M-L-XL
4-6
7 - 10
11 - 14

Polo Shirt
Long Sleeve Polo Shirt
Fleecy Rugby Top
Zip Up Jacket
Girls Bootleg Pants
Track Pants
Gaberdine Pants
Rugby Shorts
Year 7 Polo Shirt
Year 7 Rugby Top
Girls Tights
Bucket Hat
Hijab
Logo

Price
(GST
incl.)
$16.50
$16.20
$18.20
$21.20
$17.20
$19.20
$20.20
$22.20
$27.20
$27.20
$30.20
$34.20
$19.00
$21.00
$23.00
$16.00
$18.00
$20.00
$15.90
$14.00
$16.00
$18.00
$25.20
$55.00
$9.00
$6.00

S, M, L

$12.00
$2.20

