
students who will be representing our school on 
Thursday 19th September as part of the 2019 Festival 
of Music.  These students are members of our school 
choir and will be combining with another 400 students to 
perform at the Festival Theatre.  I would like to wish 
them well for their performance and thank Chris Luke 
who has worked with these students to prepare them for 
this special event.  It will be a night for them to 
remember. 
 

Science Week, Wakakirri and SAPSASA Success 
The whole school was involved in a range of 
entertaining science incursions that delivered rich 
learning experiences for the students.  
Congratulations to our Wakakirri performers for winning 
the Best Team Work Award on their heat night.  We 
have just been notified that they have also won the Best 
Health and Wellbeing Story of the Year Award!  
Our boys’ SAPSASA soccer team returned to school 
last Friday as the undefeated Division B champions. 
More information will be in the week 9 newsletter. 
Vicki Poulain 
 
Out of School Hours Care 
Due to lack of numbers, our OSHC will be closed on 
Friday 30th August for the School Closure, however it 
will be open for the Pupil Free day on Monday 2nd 
September. 
Aida Chapman - OSHC Director  

From the Principal 
 
 

School Closure and Pupil Free Days- Reminder 
As mentioned in our previous newsletter there will be a 
School Closure Day on Friday 30th August and a 
Pupil Free Day on Monday 2nd September. These 
dates coincide with the start of the Royal Adelaide Show. 
The teachers will be planning units of work linking HASS 
and English, focusing on learning design, assessment 
and moderation. Our SSOs will undertake Trauma 
informed strategies, SMART Training and a session on 
Speech and Language.   

 

Student learning goals 
A few weeks ago you would have received a copy of your 
child’s new learning goals.  These goals have been 
negotiated by your child’s class teacher with your child.  It 
would be great if you would support this work by having 
the learning goals somewhere prominent at home and 
talk about them with your child.  These can be discussed 
with class teachers at the upcoming parent teacher 
interviews.  We hope that this assists you to work 
together with the school to support your child’s learning.  
If this document has been misplaced, please ask your 
child’s class teacher for another copy. 

 

School Service Officer (SSO) week 
We have quite a team of School Service Officers (SSOs), 
who carry out a wide range of duties across the school.  
These include administration, finance, facilities, Resource 
Centre and those who work directly supporting student 
learning.  Our team is highly skilled and they make a real 
difference to our students’ learning outcomes.  This week 
we celebrate the work they do and the contribution they 
make to both the students and also to the school and its 
community.  I would like to acknowledge our team and 
thank them for their continued dedication to the PGR7 
school community. 

 

Three way interviews  
Please be aware that from Monday 16th through to 
Friday 20th September we have set aside times for 
parent teacher interviews. Notes inviting parents to book 
in will be coming home soon with students. If you wish to 
meet with your child’s class teacher or one of the 
specialist teachers about their progress please book a 
time as soon as possible with your child’s class teacher. 

 

2019 PAT testing  
All students from Reception to Year 7 will be undertaking 
Progressive Achievement Testing (PAT) in both reading 
and maths over the next few weeks.  This testing 
provides teachers with very detailed information to inform 
teaching and learning programs.   
 

Festival of Music Choir 
There are quite a large number of our year 5 and 6 

Comments and Feedback to: 
dl.0537_info@schools.sa.edu.au 

www.pgardens.sa.edu.au 

23 Shepherdson Road,  
Parafield Gardens, SA 5107  
Tel: 8258 1816 Fax: 8281 5857 
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Newsletter - Week 6 Term 3 2019 

DIARY DATES  
THE REMAINING ASSEMBLIES FOR THIS TERM 

WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY OF WEEKS 
6, 8 and 10 

 

Thursday 29th August 
Book Week Parade (Week 6 assembly) 

 

FRIDAY 30TH AUGUST 
SCHOOL CLOSURE 

 

MONDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER 
PUPIL FREE DAY 

 

Monday 16th to Friday 20th September 
Parent Teacher Interviews 

  

Thursday 19th September 
Festival of Music Performance 

 

Wednesday 25th September 
Casual Day with gold coin donation 

 

Friday 27th September 
Last day of Term  

Early dismissal at 2:00pm 
 

TERM 4 COMMENCES 
14th OCTOBER 

mailto:dl.0537_info@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.youtube.com/user/ParafieldGR7
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our fingers into the acrylic paint before dabbing it onto 
our paper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monet’s ‘Garden Door’ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The students used finger painting for their 
representations of Monet’s style of painting. 

 

Early Years Swimming  
As part of our Health and PE curriculum children from 
Reception to Year 2 were involved in swimming lessons 
at the Elizabeth Aquadome Swimming Centre from 
Tuesday 13th to Friday 16th August. These lessons 
were conducted by qualified Education Department 
instructors. It was a very exciting week with lots of 
highlights! 
We went on the bus to swimming. We learnt things at 
swimming and we went on a little surfboard. I was with 
my friends. I liked going under the water and I saw 
Dawt’s feet. It was fun.  
Serena Room 4 
I was walking in the water. I had some toys in the water. 
I  don’t like putting my face in the water. I was on my 
back and I kicked my legs. I kicked fast and made a big 
splash. I had a yellow and white life jacket on to help me 
stay safe. 
I had lots of fun and then we went back to school on the 
bus. 
Trent room 4 
We went in a bus and it was fun. I sat next to Rebecca 
and I was chatting to her. At the pool I was in the Turtle 
group. I had a yellow noodle to hold and I kicked my 
feet. I went on my back and also on my tummy. I had 
goggles but I only put my chin in the water.  
Brock Room 23 
At swimming I swam under the water like a fish. The 
water was warm but it was very cold afterwards.  
Ali Room 23 
 

Young Entrepreneurs  
The Year 7 students have been investigating 
Economics and Business through the lens of a Young 
Entrepreneur. They have undertaken market research 
with the rest of the school cohort to develop 
sophisticated business plans, in order to create a 
product which could be sold. The money raised will go 
towards Year 7 school events. On Friday 2nd August 
they held a special Product Launch where students 
were able to purchase products from a range of stalls. 
The students advertised across the school in a variety 
of ways. 
As part of our HASS program we have been learning 
about entrepreneurs. We started this project last term 
and continued through to the end of week 2 when we 
had our special market. We had to research someone 
who we believed was an entrepreneur to discover how 
they started their business, how it grew and how they 
became successful. These people included Daniel 
Flynn who was the founder of ‘Thank You’ 
environmentally friendly body products and Clive 
Palmer who is a mining billionaire. 
Before starting our projects we had to survey our 
intended customers last term and went around to 
classes to see what the students wanted to buy. In our 
groups we had to make posters to advertise our 
products for our market stall and on the day we also 
had to try to lure customers away from other stalls. 
During the planning process we had to decide on what 
products to sell as well as choosing a name and 
design a logo for our product.  
Once we had made that decision we then had to 
answer a page of questions which included; “Is your 
product sustainable?” and “How does it benefit your 
consumers?” The range of products included sweets, 
games, drinks, origami and art work. We held our 
market under the COLA and all the classes came to 
buy something. It was very successful and we raised 
over $1500!  
This project gave us inspiration for the future and how 
to start our own business one day. 
Selena and Thomas Room 31 

 

 
Impressionist Art  
This term Room 20 will be learning about the bright 
colours and bold brushstrokes used by the 
Impressionists, and other artists, when painting 
landscapes and cityscapes. We began by looking at 
the work of Claude Monet.  We learnt that he liked to 
paint pictures of his large garden in different seasons. 
We looked at the colours he used and the brush 
strokes before painting in the style of Monet by using 
our fingers. We looked at the photo 'Garden Doors' and 
sketched an outline of the main parts. Then we dipped 



Visit to Parafield Gardens High School 
The Year 6 and 7 students have been visiting Parafield 
Gardens High School to experience a little bit of what it 
will be like when they go to high school. 
When we reached the high school we all gathered in the 
pit and the two school captains spoke to us. We were 
able to ask them questions including; “What are your 
roles and responsibilities?”; “What does it take to become 
a school leader?”; “Do you have to do particular jobs or 
can you just win the role?” We also asked about 
behaviour at high school and what were their least and 
most favourite exams. 
If you want to become a leader at high school you have to 
join SRC (Student Representative Council) in Year 8 and 
once you reach Year 10 you can apply and then be 
promoted to a higher position. Later in Year 12 you can 
be promoted further until you are a School Captain. It 
seems that they choose a boy and a girl to represent the 
school. 
We then went to the cooking space where we made little 
savoury tarts. We all had to put our hair up and wear 
special hairnets before we started. We chopped 
mushrooms, capsicums, zucchinis, carrots, spinach and 
spring onions which we put into an egg mixture, then we 
added spices and grated cheese.  We had to do all the 
prep work as well as cleaning up afterwards, which 
included doing the dishes and mopping the floors. It was 
very hands-on and great fun! 
Ms English who is one of the Assistant Principals took us 
on a tour of the school. She told us that high school won’t  
be easy but that it’s worth the effort. She showed us the 
elevator which is used by disabled students in 
wheelchairs or on crutches. 
We went into the music room and it happened that there 
were three music students from one of the bands who 
were playing their instruments. Jamie was a drummer, 
Callum was the lead singer and another boy was playing 
the piano. Jamie and Callum had a ‘drum-off’ which was 
great! A fun fact about Callum is that when he was in 
Year 10 he was so good at music that he was promoted 
to do Year 12 music! 
We played soccer with the PE teacher which was lots of 
fun but very tiring. At lunchtime we played chasey on the 
rocks which was fun too. We also discovered that their 
canteen has way more options to choose from for lunch 
and recess. 
As we are both in Year 6 we will be able to have two 
more visits next year as Year 7 students, which will be 
exciting but a bit scary as it will be our last year in primary 
school. 
Zakai is looking forward particularly to doing science and 
chemistry in high school while Tiarna is looking forward to 
PE, music and woodwork. 
Everyone enjoyed the experience and had lots of fun. 
Tiarna and Zakai Room 34A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vegetable Pie 
You will need: 

 4 to 5 slices of bread 

 oil spray 

 Selection of vegetables: pumpkin, carrot, 
zucchini, sweet potato, beans, broccoli, 
capsicum, onion, mushroom, pineapple, peas, 
corn and herbs 

 1/2 teaspoon of seasonings of your choice 

 3 tablespoons ricotta cheese 

 2 eggs 

 3 tablespoons parmesan /tasty cheese 
Method: 

 Grate hard vegetables and place in a bowl 

 Grated vegetables need to be placed in the 
microwave to soften for about 1 minute 

 Grate the cheddar cheese and reserve for 
topping 

 Cut the other vegetables carefully  

 Whisk the ricotta cheese, eggs, and seasonings 
in a bowl 

 Stir in prepared vegetables 

 Spray muffin tray with oil spray 

 Press bread slices into the muffin tray  

 (tip: use the bottom of a glass to press the bread 
slice into the tray 

 Spoon mixture evenly into the bread-lined tray 

 Top with grated cheese 

 Place in oven for 10 minutes at 180°until golden 
brown 

 Cool slightly before serving and enjoy 

Here are some of us making our little tarts.  
They were delicious! 

We thought you might like the recipe... 

Having fun playing soccer with the PE teacher 



School Crossing Monitors Term 3 
Thank you to our School Crossing Monitors for weeks 
4, 5 and 6 for their positive approach and enthusiasm 
to the task.  
Week 4 Room 26b: Chanelle, Hitesh, Kaiden, Abbi, 
Liliana, Efrim, Nalisa, Hayley 
Week 5 Room 25: Angela, Happyness, Corey, 
Tamika, Ramon, Maylyn, Trent, Stephen 
Week 6 Room 31: Weijan, Summer, Rylee, Rajvi, 
Brayden, Brendan, Leon, Mitchell, Thomas 
 

Class Awards 
Term 3 Week 4: Room 1: Ume 2: Mia 4: Advaitha, 
Serena 6: Shaunak 7: Thomas 8: Sulav 9: Lilyanah 10: 
Skky, Sehaj 11: Andrej 19: Jayden, Kuliah 20: Siara 
24: Samantha 25: Maylyn 26A: Jade 26B: Edward 27: 
Stuti 28: Nathan 29: Zuha 30: Jayda 31: Whole Class 
32: Kunwar 33 Shine 34A: Nathaniel 34B: Awel 

STAR Awards 
Ms Yates (Music/Drama) Room 27 
Ms Britz (Music/Dance) Room 24 
Mr Luke (Music/Drama) Room 33 

Mr C (Health/PE) Room 31 
Ms Ryan & Ms Beilson (Health/PE) Room 12 

Ms Krohn (Auslan) Room 29 
 

Kiss My Asthma 
The Kiss My Asthma App is an app for young people, 
developed by young people. The app was developed 
by the University of Sydney with funding from Asthma 
Australia's National Research Fund, and is currently 
available for iOS devices. What does the app include? 
 
The app features: 

 access to your Asthma Action Plan 

 the ability to track your asthma symptoms, 
severity and attacks, making it easy to inform 
your doctor or specialist accurately about your 
asthma 

 mood tracker 

 setting goals and receive support from one of the 
app’s monster assistants 

 reminders to take your asthma preventer 
medications 

 Asthma First Aid instructions and emergency 
contacts 

 finding out more about asthma, asthma 
medications and devices, and managing anxiety 

SAPSASA 
On Friday of week 4, our girls’ netball and boys’ football 
teams competed in the Para District Carnival. The girls’ 
netball team grew in confidence throughout the day 
and improved after every game. In the first three 
games they had trouble scoring goals, but in the last 
two games they managed to score a number of goals 
and nearly got their first win for the carnival.  
The boys’ football team was more experienced as most 
of our team had played football competitively. Our 
school was in division B and competed against the 
following schools – Keithcott, Para Hills, Modbury, 
Salisbury North and Salisbury Park. It was great to see 
how much our students learnt and grew in confidence 
throughout the day. The team organised themselves 
extremely well before each game, continually changing 
positions, offering advice and all taking a turn as a 
reserve with no fuss. The sportsmanship and 
encouragement was also impressive, with our team 
ensuring to shake hands after each game without 
question. The team managed to win all six of their 
games and were awarded with the division B 
championship.  They only conceded three goals for the 
entire day. We could not be prouder of both teams’ 
efforts on the day as they represented our school with 
great pride. Well done boys and girls.  
Mr Cuconits & Mrs Neilson 
PE Specialist Teachers 

 
Get Home Safe Competition 
Last term the children in our class were able to enter a 
competition about road safety. I made a poster about 
road safety things to show how we can get home safely 
to our families. I drew a picture of a car on the road and 
a mum and her little girl. She was holding her mum’s 
hand. I drew a speech bubble to tell children to hold 
their parent’s hand when they are crossing the road so 
that they can be safe. I won 3rd place in the 
competition and Sheridan 
from Bendigo Bank came to 
our school and gave me an 
award at assembly. I got a 
cap, a piggy bank, a Frisbee 
and an apron. I felt very 
proud. 
Lydia Room 6 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sydney.edu.au/


On the 8th of August, six of our Aboriginal students represented Parafield Gardens R-7 at the 
annual Switched on Young Inventors STEMSEL Day. Lachlan, O’Shae, Mia, Kristy-Anne, Leshae 
and Crystal collaborated to design, create, and program a plant cooler that could protect crops 
from the effects of Global Warming. They used a revolutionary technology invented by eLabtronics 
called STEMSEL; Science Technology Engineering Maths Social Enterprise Learning . 

STEMSEL makes the programming of microchips simpler so that primary school students can use 
their creativity to design, build and program their own micro-controller projects. Our students final 
project was judged to be one of the top three and will now be featured at this year’s Royal 
Adelaide Show. 

SWITCHED ON YOUNG INVENTORS  

Melissa McDonald Senior Leader STEM Innovation 



This week fifty lucky students participated in 
two Robogal Workshops that taught them how 
to program LEGO Mindstorm robots. Students 
used critical-thinking, problem-solving, 
collaboration and block coding to direct their 
robots and finally participate in a Robo Battle. 
Eighteen of the students who participated 
applied for the opportunity to attend this 
training and become LEGO Mindstorm 
Leaders and coaches across Parafield 
Gardens R-7. I look forward to working with 
these highly motivated students in the future.    

LEGO Mindstorm  
Year 5 Student 

Leaders: 
 Marzia 

 Kaiden 

 Roger 

 Josh 

 Rufaeel 

 Connor 

 Emily 

 Axel 

 Chanelle 

 James 

 Romeo 

 Levi 

 Angela 

 Tamika 

 Stephen 

 Shakid 

 Abbigail 

 Betty 

 

 

Melissa McDonald Senior 
Leader STEM Innovation 



2019 Science Spectacular  

This year Parafield Gardens R-7’s Science Spectacular was 
held over the course of a week with students attending a 
range of Science Shows and engagement sessions. Our R-2 
students attended a live STEM Show where they learnt about 
the evolution of the rocket and how the science, technology 
and mathematics required to achieve the 1969 Moon Landing 
ensured the later development of the computer and mobile 
phone. 

Our year 3-4 students explored the constellations whilst in a 
portable planetarium.  Through the science of astronomy 
they learnt about the constellations, how to navigate using 
the stars, what the different star colours mean and the 
ancient stories written in the stars. 

The year 5-7 students put on their detective caps, collected 
clues, analysed the evidence and solved a crime whilst 
attending a forensic incursion. They learnt to collaborate, 
communicate and investigate whilst developing an in-depth 
knowledge of Forensic Science.  

Overall, students have had a wonderful time exploring STEM 
thinking through a variety of STEM fields. 

Melissa McDonald Senior Leader STEM Innovation 



From a Performance Perspective 
I wanted to be in the performance and had to audition for a part. I was a 
‘bully’. During rehearsals Ms Bekk started the choreography and then Ms 
Miller took over. We practised in the hall most Thursdays, but sometimes 
Ms Miller just had the main characters so they could work on their individual 
personalities. Rehearsals were tough because we had to work hard to 
develop our characters. We eventually had full day rehearsals and the high 
school students came to watch one of them which was very nerve wracking, 
because most of them had already been involved in Wakakirri! 
On the morning of our performance we had our make-up and hair done and 
once we were at the theatre we had another check. We were allocated a 
space behind the stage area where we had to try to be as quiet as possible. 
We had a few games to play and we also had time to go outside to a 
grassed area to run around for a bit. 
We had a special time for our rehearsal on the stage and we went through it 
twice. It felt so good to be on that stage! That evening we were the second 
to last school to perform, so we were allowed to watch the first few 
performances before we went backstage again to get ready. I was so 
energised - I was ready to go!  As soon as we started the audience got 
involved especially when Josh did his backflip! The audience loved our 
performance! We won the Best Teamwork Award from the judge. 
We would like to thank all the teachers who helped us to perform to our best 
and the senior staff for giving us this opportunity. We would also like to 
thank the families and staff members who came to watch us perform.  
Tristian Room 31 

Backstage Reflection 
A few of the Year 7 students chose not to be in the actual performance, so 
we helped out by making props. We used large pieces of foam to make into 
the shape of tombstones and painted them grey and Ms Sobey helped us to 
make backpacks for the ghost buster zappers by attaching recycled 2 litre 
plastic Coke bottles together onto backpacks. We also made skirts for the 
witches out of plastic garbage bags. The costume for the zombies was fun 
to make. We painted t-shirts and also stained them with coffee and then put 
rips in them. 
The backstage crew watched U-Tube tutorials to learn how to do the 
makeup for our zombies, witches and ghosts, then we practised designing 
them on paper before we actually painted their faces. On the day we had a 
checklist of people’s names and designs of their makeup and hair and just 
touched it up at the theatre. 
When our group was ready to go onto the stage we waited for the curtain to 
be closed so that we could set up the props. We had to wear black and we 
also had to be very quiet. After the performance we then had to remove our 
props ready for the next school. I really enjoyed the whole experience, but if 
I had my time again I would choose to be one of the performers. 
Emily Room 31 

Wakakirri Story Dance is a primary school dance 
festival that promotes health and wellbeing. The 
festival is based around our dance curriculum and is a 
great way for children to build their skills and self 
esteem. The students have been rehearsing each 
week since the beginning of last term. ‘Wakakirri’ is a 
word from the Aboriginal Wangaaypuwan people 
meaning "to dance". The students performed their 
piece, “In the Dark of the Night”, at the Adelaide 
Entertainment Centre, along with performances from 
other schools.  


