
Dear Families, 
 

Welcome back! I hope that you all had a nice break and found some time to 
relax and enjoy! 
I’m very happy to say that the students in Room 2 had some great success 
last semester! Everyone has settled into our class routines, have begun to 
develop friendships and have achieved some fantastic learning. I’m  looking 
forward to another successful and exciting term ahead.  
I’m very pleased to see that most students are now able to organise 
themselves and complete routines independently each morning, so from now 
on the classroom door will be a ‘kiss and drop’ zone. I’m  asking that parents 
are out of the classroom by 8:40am so we are able to begin our valuable 
learning time. I understand that you may need to speak to me at times and I 
am more than happy to make an appointment before or after school or email  
me if you would like to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns you may 
have.  
 

Attendance 
It is very important that your child is on time each day to school, as some of 
our most important routines, English and Maths occurs first thing in the 
morning. If you are late please ensure that your child has a late pass which is 
issued by the front office staff. An SMS will be sent to parents/caregivers if the 
school has not been notified prior to 10:00am. 
 

Homework 
To ensure that students are reinforcing ideas learnt during class time, students 
in the Early Years classes are required to practise their tricky words or sight 
words and read to a parent or caregiver each night for 10 minutes. Knowing 
these words will instantaneously help students’ fluency in reading. Please 
practise sight words with your child regularly as part of your nightly homework 
routine. These sight words will be checked at the beginning and end of each 
term, as stated in the school literacy agreement. 
 

All students will now be swapping over levelled readers on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. This encourages them to develop their fluency. 
We will continue to use Running Records to test your child’s reading and as 
they develop their comprehension, accuracy and fluency they will progress to 
the next reading level. You will be informed when they move up a level. 
Kind regards, 
Alana Papahristos 
 

 
 

Parafield Gardens R-7 School 
23 Shepherdson Road,  
Parafield Gardens, SA 5107  
Tel: 8258 1816 Fax: 8281 5857 
www.pgardens.sa.edu.au  

What’s on this term 
 

Assemblies this term will be held 
on Thursdays in  

weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, and 10  
at 9:00am in the Hall 

 
 

Monday 12th - Friday 16th August 
Science Week  

 
Monday 12th August 

STEM Show 
 

Tuesday 13th - Friday 16th  
August 

Early Years Swimming 
 

Monday 19th to 23rd August 
Bookweek 

 
Thursday 22nd August 

No Pen Day 
 

Thursday 29th August 
Bookweek Assembly 

 
FRIDAY 30TH AUGUST 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 
 

MONAY 2ND SEPTEMBER 
PUPIL FREE DAY 

 
Monday 16th - Friday 20th  

September 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 

 
Wednesday 25th September 

 Casual Day  
with gold coin donation 

 
Friday 27th September 

Last day of term 3 
Early dismissal at 2:00pm 

 
Term 4 commences 

Monday 14th October 

Comments and Feedback to: 
AlanaJane.Papahristos538@schools.sa.edu.au  
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students will be exposed to a variety of texts and 
activities. 
 
Book Making 
We will be continuing with our Book making this term 
to develop our writing skills. In Book Making the 
children become authors of their own books. Book 
Making offers an authentic, purposeful writing 
experience. The children write both fiction and non-
fiction books on topics that interest them. They apply 
their personal 
knowledge and skills 
to create incredible 
texts. They pay 
attention to details like 
title, author, text 
features and 
illustrations. They 
always keep in mind 
the audience and what 
makes a book 
interesting. It has been wonderful to see the children 
be incredibly engaged and motivated to be the best 
author they can be. They find inspiration from our 
favourite texts and authors as well as their own 
experiences.  
 
Oral Language 
This term we will not have particular topics for each 
week but the children will be presenting their books 
from Bookmaking to the class once a week on the 
same days as previous terms.  
 
Numeracy 
This term we will continue to focus on strategies and 
number work twice a week. We will continue learning 
how to count forwards and backwards from 1-20, 
double numbers, rainbow factors, near doubles and 
learning to add small 
quantities using 
concrete materials 
and two dice faces. 
We will be continuing 
with a focus on 
measurement for the 
first 3 weeks of Term 
3. During week 4-10 
we will be focusing 
on data and statistics 
and learning how to collect and analyse data for 
information.  
 
STEM 
This term our STEM subject will be student led. The 
topic will be chosen depending on the students’ 
wonders, with Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics being incorporated into the students’ 
chosen topic.  
 
Investigative Play 
This term for STEM the children will be involved in 
investigative play where they will be able to have the 
opportunity to engage in different Science (Chemical 
Sciences), Mathematics and Technology activities in 
purposeful ways that allow them to reinforce and 
develop their learning. We will also have STEM 
challenges, which will support the development of the 
children's problem solving and team work skills.  
 

Routine and Communication 
This term all routines and methods of communication 
will remain similar to  Term 2. This means your child 
will take home their diary, a reader, folder and tricky 
words each night. In the morning children will be able 
to choose their learning spot for the day. This 
promotes different interactions with different children 
each day and caters for a variety of learning needs.  
 
Reading 
As mentioned last term your 
child will be expected to 
read every night with you or 
an older sibling. The 
following ideas will be of 
support: 

 encourage your child to 
have a go at guessing a 
word 

 ask your child to look for 
clues such as a picture 

 allow your children to 
pick up their own 
mistakes 

 read the sentence and 
get your child to mimic you 

If you are able to help listen to children read in the 
mornings please come and see me. 
 
Tricky words 
In your child’s folder you will find a little booklet full of 
words that can’t be decoded called ‘tricky words’. I ask 
that you read 3 words every night and give the word a 
tick once you think your child knows it by sight. 
Remember these are tricky words and cannot be 
sounded out; they need to be learnt by sight this will 
help them with their reading. If they have finished the 
tricky words, they can begin accessing the sight words 
which can be found in the diary. They are decodable 
words and the children are allowed to sound them out. 
I will test your children twice a term.   
 
Literacy  
Jolly Phonics 
We will be continuing our work with the Jolly Phonics 
program throughout this term. To continue this learning 
all reception students will be working alongside each 
other in groups with similar ability and learning styles. 
Each child has undergone assessments to provide us 
with information to place your child in the group that 
best suits their individual needs, knowledge and 
understanding. There are 4 Jolly Phonics groups, so 
your child may be taught by Miss Allira, Mrs Tidswell, 
Mrs Hector or myself during these lessons.  
We believe that this approach will ensure that each 
child continues to learn at a faster rate. We are very 
excited about this program and can’t wait to watch the 
students’ learning growth.  
 
Grammar  
We will continue learning about grammar throughout 
the term, focusing on nouns, full stops and capital 
letters. This will be supported by the implementation of 
Jolly Grammar, which coincides with Jolly Phonics.  
Guided Reading 
The students will begin guided reading which will be 
conducted in small groups. The groups will be 
organised according to their reading ability and 
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Swimming information 
 

Just a reminder that swimming is in Week 4. Please 
complete and return the forms, that were sent home 
in week 1, with payment ($23) to the front office by 
WEDNESDAY 7th AUGUST. It is vital that the 
medical form is also filled out and if any medication 
is required it must be named and given to the class 
teacher with instructions. If your child has asthma 
they will need to have an ‘Asthma Action Plan’ 
documented from the front office. Unfortunately this 
year there is not any room on the bus for parent 
helpers. You may come and watch your child but 
there may be a swimming centre entry fee. It is 
asked that you do not take photos during 
swimming lessons that involve any other 
children other than your own.  We also ask you 
do not enter the change rooms while the 
students are changing.  
 

 

HASS 
History/Geography 
We will be investigating Indigenous cultures and 
stories and the significance of ‘special places’ 
throughout traditional stories and the Indigenous 
community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music and Drama with Selena Britz 
This term the class will learn how to read basic music 
notation which will enable them to successfully play 
boomwhackers. In drama, the class will be given the 
opportunity to work collaboratively in groups or pairs, 
in order to create tableaus. They will perform in front of 
their peers and will focus on evaluating each other’s 
performance 
 
PE & Health with Stephanie Ryan 
In term 3 students will be continuing their focus on 
keeping healthy, safe and active. Students will learn 
about the human body, naming body parts and 
describing their functions.  They will study how their 
bodies are growing and changing and identify actions 
that promote health, safety and wellbeing. Children will 
also learn about drug education and how to use 
medicines safely. 

The Child Protection Curriculum focus for this term is 
on protective strategies: trust and networks and 
strategies for keeping safe. 

In Physical Education, students will continue 
developing their fundamental movement skills through 
participating in dance and gymnastics.  They will 
participate in various indoor and outdoor activities, with 
music and equipment, including continuing with ball 
skill development.   We will keep working on team 
work, sharing, cooperation and communication. 

Some students have been coming to PE lessons 
without drink bottles and appropriate footwear which 
has prevented them from participating properly.  Your 
child’s PE lesson is on Tuesday so please make sure 
your child wears sports shoes on this day. 

The Premiers Be Active Challenge concludes this term 

and students who have successfully completed the 4 

week challenge will receive their medals in Term 4. 

AUSLAN with Kylie Neilson 
During Term 3 the students will be reviewing Colour, 
Number, Size, Shape and Time  as well as expanding 
their Auslan vocabulary through signing games, songs, 
video, the use of IT equipment. We will cover these 
through a “Transport/Travel” theme. 
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