
Dear Families, 
 
I hope that you all had a relaxing break over the holidays. Reflecting on 
Term 2, I can say that everyone has made incredible growth and 
success in various areas. We have had some excellent progress in 
Literacy, with Bookmaking being an exciting new addition to our 
program. We’ve had visits from the Skeleton Crew and the Adelaide 
Crows Football Club to teach us all about being healthy and keeping 
active. Students have also engaged in lots of fun activities and projects 
during Investigative Play in the Hive.  
Here are some highlights from Term 2! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ms Bao has begun her placement as a pre-service teacher from the 
University of South Australia, completing her Masters Degree in Early 
Childhood Education. She will spend the first three weeks of term 3 in 
our class as her final practicum block. We are very excited to have her 
in our class during this time. 
 
Swimming Reminder 
Just a reminder that swimming is in Week 4 of this term. It is vital that 
your child’s medical form is also filled out and if any medication is 
required, it must be named and given to the class teacher with 
instructions. If your child has asthma they will need to have an ‘Asthma 
Action Plan’, which needs to be documented in the front office. 
Unfortunately there is no room on the bus for parent helpers.  
You may come and watch your child but there may be a swimming 
centre entry fee. If you do choose to attend, please also be aware that 
it is centre policy that you obtain a photography permission sticker if 
you intend to take any photos. Also, photos should only include your 
own child to respect the privacy of other students. In preparation for the 
trip, we are also encouraging students to practise changing their 
clothes independently at home. 
 

Parafield Gardens R-7 School 
23 Shepherdson Road,  
Parafield Gardens, SA 5107  
Tel: 8258 1816 Fax: 8281 5857 
www.pgardens.sa.edu.au  

What’s on this term 
 

Assemblies this term will be held 
on Thursdays in  

weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, and 10  
at 9:00am in the Hall 

 
 

Monday 12th - Friday 16th August 
Science Week  

 
Monday 12th August 

STEM Show 
 

Tuesday 13th - Friday 16th  
August 

Early Years Swimming 
 

Monday 19th to 23rd August 
Bookweek 

 
Thursday 22nd August 

No Pen Day 
 

Thursday 29th August 
Bookweek Assembly 

 
FRIDAY 30TH AUGUST 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 
 

MONAY 2ND SEPTEMBER 
PUPIL FREE DAY 

 
Monday 16th - Friday 20th  

September 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 

 
Wednesday 25th September 

 Casual Day  
with gold coin donation 

 
Friday 27th September 

Last day of term 3 
Early dismissal at 2:00pm 

 
Term 4 commences 

Monday 14th October 
 
 
 
 

Comments and Feedback to: 

Allira.Smits576@schools.sa.edu.au 
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reading and writing 
 learn and use reading strategies 
 understand how books work 
Lisa Burman - Education Consultant 
This term we will be exploring the process and 
text features of non-fiction texts, while we 
investigate and learn more about zoo animals 
through texts and ‘Small World’ play.  
Students will also have opportunities to share 
their ‘published’ books when they are complete 
with their peers to support them in developing 
their oral language skills and confidence in 
speaking in front of a group. This will replace 
weekly sharing time this term.  
For more information about Bookmaking please 

visit http://lisaburman.com.au 

 

Numeracy 
This term we will be learning about geometry, as 
well as continuing to develop our number 
knowledge and skills using numbers from 0 - 20. 
This will include exploring two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional objects. We will also be 
looking at positional language (eg. 1st, 2nd, 
behind, on top etc). Students will also continue 
working towards recognising and recording 
number names, numerals, matching quantities, 
subitising (recognising a numeral instantly), 
counting on and backwards, using number lines, 
as well as addition and representing these ideas 
on paper. Students will also continue learning 
various strategies to improve their mental speed 
and accuracy when working with numbers, such 
as ‘doubles’ and ‘rainbow facts’. 

Homework 
To ensure that students are reinforcing ideas 
learnt during class time, students in the Early 
Years classes are required to practise Tricky 
Words and read to a parent or caregiver each 
night for 10 minutes. Knowing these words will 
instantaneously help students’ fluency in reading. 
Please practise Tricky Words with your child 
regularly as part of your nightly homework 
routine. Remember to practise the words in 
different orders so that your child is learning the 
word itself, not just remembering the words by 
rote order. I will review your child’s word 
knowledge twice per term. 
 

Jolly Phonics 
We will be continuing our work with the Jolly 
Phonics program throughout this term. To 
continue this learning all students will be working 
alongside each other in groups with similar ability 
and learning styles. Each child has undergone 
assessments to provide us with information to 
place them in the group that best suits their 
individual needs, knowledge and understanding. 
These lessons will occur throughout the week. 
We believe that this approach will ensure that 
each child continues to learn at a fast rate. We 
are very excited about this approach and can’t 
wait to watch the students’ progress.   
 We will also be working in class to build our skills 
in oral language, phonological awareness and 
blending. 

Book Making 
The class has enjoyed exploring Bookmaking and 
Playful Literacy during Term 2 and has 
encouraged some incredible stories and progress 
in writing and oral language. 

 

Bookmaking is an internationally recognised 
approach to literacy, that helps children to: 
 see themselves as writers 
 do the big thinking of writing through their 

drawing and oral language 
 develop critical and creative 
 thinking 
 develop oral language 
 be empowered to create texts that 

communicate their ideas 
 build strong positive dispositions towards 



Music and Drama  
This term in music students will expand their 
rhythm knowledge by learning new rhythms and 
using them to read, write and create music. They 
will use xylophones to learn melodies and play as 
a group. Later in the term, students will begin 
look at the Music Count Us In song in preparation 
for Term 4.  
 
In drama students will be exploring the characters 
and storylines in picture books. They will 
participate in activities using their voice, body 
language and facial expression. In dance they will 
explore mirroring and changing the tempo 
(speed) of the music. They will perform dances 
using a variety of props. 
Georgia Yates  
Specialist Music/Drama Teacher  

  

Health and Physical Education  
In term 3 students will be continuing their focus 
on keeping healthy, safe and active. Students will 
learn about the human body, naming body parts 
and describing their functions.  They will study 
how their bodies are growing and changing and 
identify actions that promote health, safety and 
wellbeing. Children will also learn about drug 
education and how to use medicines safely. 
The Child Protection Curriculum focus for this 
term is on protective strategies: trust and 
networks and strategies for keeping safe. 
 
In Physical Education, students will continue 
developing their fundamental movement skills 
through participating in dance and gymnastics.  
They will participate in various indoor and outdoor 
activities, with music and equipment, including 
continuing with ball skill development.   We will 
keep working on team work, sharing, cooperation 
and communication. 
 
Some students have been coming to PE lessons 
without drink bottles and appropriate footwear 
which has prevented them from participating 
properly.  Your child’s PE lesson is on 
Wednesday so please make sure your child 
wears sports shoes on this day. 
The Premiers Be Active Challenge concludes this 
term and students who have successfully 
completed the 4 week challenge will receive their 
medals in Term 4. 
Kylie Neilson - Specialist Health/PE Teacher 
 
Kind regards 
Allira Willington 

Investigative Play 
The subject areas of Science, Technology 
History, Geography and Visual Arts will be 
explored through a variety of indoor and outdoor, 
play based, inquiry  learning activities. Students 
will also have the opportunity to collaborate with 
their peers from other classes. 
We will be accessing our new learning space, 
‘The Hive’, to further explore the world through 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Mathematics (STEAM).  This is an opportunity for  
children to consolidate and create new learning. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Auslan 

During Term 3 the students will be reviewing 
Colour, Number, Size, Shape and Time as well as 
expanding their Auslan vocabulary through 
signing games, songs, video and the use of IT 
equipment. We will cover these through a 
“Transport/Travel” theme. 
Kylie Neilson - Specialist Auslan Teacher 


