
 

Once again we have celebrated some amazing 

personal and year level achievements this year and 
we look forward to building on these gains in 2022. 
On behalf of the staff I would like to wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas. I also wish you an enjoyable 
and safe holiday with your children.  
Rachel McLennan 
 

Vacation Care 
The Vacation Care program is now available for the 
Christmas holidays. Bookings can be made, however 
please ensure that all outstanding accounts for Out of 
School Hours Care are finalised before booking your child 
in for the Vacation Care program. You can contact the 
centre on 8281 5104 for further information. If you would 
like to continue using the OSHC service for 2023 you will 
need to fill in a new enrolment form. The centre will be 
closed from Friday 23rd December 2022 and will reopen 
on Monday 16th January 2023. 
I would like to thank my staff for the wonderful work they 
have done this year as well as the families for their 
support throughout the year.  
My staff and I would like to wish everyone a joyful 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 
Aida Chapman - Director 

From the Principal 
Farewells 
It is hard to believe that this is the last newsletter for 
2022!  It has been another very successful year for 
Parafield Gardens Primary School. Our staff have worked 
very hard to ensure that your children’s education has 
been of a high standard.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of our staff for their 
professionalism and hard work.  
 

At this time we unfortunately have to say farewell to some 
of our staff including Claudia Fowler, Adam Pritchard, 
Suzanne Brooks and Sarah McKee. We thank these 
teachers for their time working at our school and wish 
them all the best for their next adventure.  
 

Georgia Thompson will be taking maternity leave in 2023 
and we welcome Sarah Quinn to teach Music/Drama and 
Choir next year. 
 

We also welcome a new Well Being Leader, Sophie 
Brown. Raelene White has won a role leading Maths 
Curriculum work with us next year. Congratulations 
Raelene. Kathryn Ellis has won the Well Being SSO role 
for another 12 months. Congratulations Kathryn. 
Rebekah Slessor has won the Autism teacher role for one 
day a week and John Slattery will teach her class on 
Mondays while she does this role. 
 

We are also saying farewell to our Year 6 children, who 
will move onto various high schools. We all wish them the 
very best in their future education and we hope they take 
some very happy memories with them from our school. 
You will find some photos of the graduation ceremony 
later in this edition. 
 

To any other children and families who may be leaving 
our school, we wish you all the best in the future and 
thank you for the support you have given us. 
 

Thank you to all the families who came out to watch our 
POP concert last week. It was an entertaining show with 
lots of great sound tracks, colourful costumes and 
beautiful singing and dancing. 
 

A huge thankyou to our amazing Music Drama teacher 
Georgia Thompson who brought the whole evening 
together. Thank you also to our Governing Council 
chairperson Kyall Zechner who organized the yummy 
food vans. 

I hope you had a fun night. 
 

Lost Clothing  
Parents please check that your children have not lost 
school clothing. Lost property is being displayed outside 
of the Admin building until the end of term. Items not 
claimed will be donated to charity. 
Wishing all families a happy and safe holiday. We will 
look forward to seeing you all again soon. 
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Beginning of 2023 
The school office will be open for purchase of  uniforms 
and School Card applications prior to the new school 
year on the following days: 
 

 Monday 23rd January  9:00am - 2:30pm 

 Tuesday 24th January 12:00pm - 3:00pm 

 Wednesday 25th January 9:00am - 2:30pm 

 Friday 27th January 9:00am - 12:00pm 
 

The 2023 School Year commences 
Monday 30th January 

 

Families will receive invoices for 2023 Material and 
Services Charges in Term 1. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/ParafieldGR7
mailto:dl.0537_info@schools.sa.edu.au


and insects that thrive in our 
school grounds.  
Over the last two terms students 
have planted over ninety native 
plants in our native garden and at 
the front of the school, including 
groundcovers, grasses, shrubs 
and trees. We have purchased a 
bee hotel and created a yarning 
circle with logs kindly donated by 
Austral Tree Solutions. To reduce 
landfill we will be re-installing our ‘Mushrooms’ which 
were previously used as seating in the Junior Primary 
area before they were removed to accommodate our 
building works. The re-purposing of the mushroom 

seating is estimated to save up 
to 600kg of landfill waste.  
Our Aboriginal community 
were consulted about the 
name for our native garden 
and chose Kurdi (Kaurna for 
circle), from a list of Kaurna 
names and we used student 
artwork to provide a 
background to our Kurdi 
garden sign.  
For now our garden is still 
getting established and our 
plants are growing well. We 
are looking forward to planning 

an opening of the Kurdi Garden for Reconciliation Week 
during May 2023 when we can share this exciting 
development with our whole school community.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wonder Recycling Program 
In Term 3 the students in 
Room 12, with help from the 
rest of the school, collected 
bread bags through the 
Wonder Recycling Program. 
Over the term we collected 
10kg of bread bags which 
went away to be 
recycled.  We then redeemed 
our points with RH Sports and received 4 frisbees and 5 
hand balls.  These are being kept in the blocks box 
outside the canteen for everyone to use. 

 

Patch Theatre Company - Once Upon a Jar 
On Wednesday 30th November, our Year 3 students 
were treated to a magical incursion, when Stephen 
brought along a suitcase full of mysterious old jars from 
long ago birthdays.  Each jar held a distinct smell with 
countless story possibilities, with students shaping the 
narrative before joining Stephen to discover the most 
mysterious smell of all. This experience allowed the 
students to use their imaginations, sparking their 
creativity.  
At the beginning of the session there were some 
buttons that we pressed which told us the name of a 
place for us to go, for example the Peace Garden. 
When we pressed the buttons the voice sounded like a 
buzzer and it was a bit hard to understand, but it was 
fun like a treasure hunt. The last place we went to was 
the office, where we collected little jars. We were 
allowed to keep the jars to help us with our writing. If we 
sniff the smell out of the jars it gives us a story that we 
can continue. They didn’t smell that good - a bit like 
vinegar and they also seemed to make a wind sound. 
By doing this it opens up our imagination. We went into 
groups and smelled a jar and we came up with an idea 
for a story and as a group we decided on some 
problems for the story 
and how to solve the 
problems.  
The man drew circles in 
chalk and as a class we 
created a story with lots 
of problems and solving. 
He also had a jar that was 
his little sister’s and we all 
sat in a circle and made a 
story for her and of 
course because it was his 
little sister’s, we made it 
about a princess. We had 
fun back in class writing 
the stories and they were 
quite imaginative. We can keep the jars on our table to 
help us be creative in our writing. 
Imogen and Amelia Room 30 
 

Our Kurdi Garden 
During the year you may 
have noticed some 
changes in the back 
corner of the Junior 
Primary playground. In Term 2 we were awarded a 
Landcare Grant to create a native garden and yarning 
circle.  
Parafield Gardens Primary School has a strong history 
of student action to protect the environment and we are 
always striving to create a green and beautiful 
environment, not just for our students but for the birds 

 

Hunter, Ava and Jai 
expanding their imaginations 

by smelling their little jars. 



Bilingual books needed, can you help? 
We are planning to expand the collection of bilingual 
books available to students in our library We have a rich 
diversity of bilingual and 
multilingual students at our 
school and would like to 
encourage them to read in 
their ‘mother tongue’ 
languages as well as in 
English.  
Do you have any bilingual 
books which you would like to 
donate to our library, or, are 
you travelling to your 
homeland over the holidays 
and able to buy and donate a children’s book in your 
language for our students to read? 
All donations will be gratefully received! 
Many thanks 
EAL/D Teaching Staff 

JUST TOO DEADLY ATSI GRADUATION 
On Tuesday 29

th
 November 2022 we celebrated the 

achievements of our Year 6 ATSI students at their “Just 
Too Deadly” graduation ceremony here at Parafield 
Gardens Primary School. The ACEO from each site in 
our partnership helped plan the event and invited family 
and friends who had supported them throughout their 
time at primary school. Mr Luke showed a video of Mr 

Kyam Maher Premier of Aboriginal Affairs and Attorney 
General of South Australia. As part of the video to the 
graduates Mr Kyam Maher said he looks forward to 
working with them if they choose to work in Parliament. 
Ms Tammy presented the graduates with their special 
“Just Too Deadly” shirts and gift bags. Ms Tammy 
organised for our special guest from the Aboriginal Drug 
and Alcohol Council to cook a BBQ tea. It has been our 
privilege to walk alongside these remarkable young 
people on their educational journey. We wish them 
continued success as they commence the next chapter in 
their lives. 
Mr Luke - Aboriginal Education Teacher and  
Ms Tammy Aboriginal Community Education Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Ms Waugh and the students in Room 27 

ATSI Graduates 



Junior Choir 

Rooms 3, 4, & 5 - Taba Naba 

Rooms 30 & 32 - What a Wonderful World 



Rooms 11 & 12 - Earth! We’re In It Together  

Rooms 21 & 22 - Big Yellow Taxi 



Rooms 23 & 24 - All Kinds of Weather 



Year 6 Graduation 

Our Award Winners 

Quintrell Room 25 
Principal’s Award for 

Most Improved 
Student in 2022 Amith Room 25 

Excellence Award 
Sahar Room 22 

Makin Leadership 
Award 

Congratulations to 
all of our Year 6 
Graduates in the 

Class of 2022 



The Reception students and teachers are loving their new learning areas in 
Building 3. They are enjoying the light airy space in the break out area as well as 

their beautiful new classroom spaces. 

The new modular building is nearing completion and is also looking 
very light and airy in the classrooms, art area  and the breakout 

space. It will be very exciting for our 2023 Year 6 students to begin 
their last year at Parafield Gardens Primary School in such a 

beautiful learning space. 


