Newsletter - Week 6 Term 4 2022
From the Principal
Sports day
Thank you to our PE/Health teachers for organising a
fabulous day on Friday 4th November. It was pleasing to
see the level of enthusiasm and participation from our
students. Our captains did a great job organising the
teams and our wonderful staff worked tirelessly behind
the scenes to prepare the children. Thank you to all the
family members who came out to support and thank you
to the canteen for catering on the day.
Our School Values Award went to Barker, Flinders was
awarded with both the Team Spirit and Sportsmanship
Awards and Eyre came second overall. Finally,
congratulations to Sturt as the overall winner. Photos
from Sports Day are included in this publication.
A Pupil Free Day will be held on Monday 28th
November (next Monday) when staff will review our
Site Improvement Plan for 2022 as well as looking
forward to 2023. OSHC is available on this day. Please
call our OSHC Director for bookings on 8281 5104.

This year’s theme for POP is Environments so you
are in for a special treat.
POP will be presented on Tuesday 6th December with
the performance beginning at 6:00pm. The students and
their teachers, supported by Mrs Thomson, our Music/
Drama teacher, have been working hard to perfect their
performances which will showcase their talents. Teachers
will send notes home with students advising families of
any costume requirements, along with specific meeting
times and locations. Please bring a deck chair or a picnic
rug and a picnic dinner or buy dinner at the food trucks
organised by Governing Council (this is an alcohol free
event).
2023 Class Visits and Reports
On Thursday 15th December, students will visit their new
classroom and reports for Reception to Year 5 students
will be sent home that afternoon. Year 6 reports will be
sent home on Friday 16th December.
The Year 6 Graduation Ceremony will be held in the
evening on Thursday 15th December at 5.45pm in the
school hall.
Three awards will be presented during the ceremony The Excellence Award, the Makin Peaceful Leader Award
in Learning and The Principal's Most Improved Award.
Year 6 Seniors Jackets for 2023
Parents of Year 5 students are reminded that Early Bird
orders for the 2023 Year 6 Senior jackets can be placed
23 Shepherdson Road, Parafield Gardens, SA 5107
Telephone: 8258 1816 SMS: 0416 906 258
dl.0537.info@schools.sa.edu.au www.pgardens.sa.edu.au

no later than Wednesday 30th November (next
Wednesday). The price of $57 only applies with this
order. If orders are placed in Term 1 next year the
price will be $68.

Lost Property
Parents please check that your children have not lost
school jumpers or jackets. We have accumulated a lot in
our lost property which is on display near the Front
Office.
Vacation Care
The Vacation Care program is now available for the
Christmas holidays. Bookings can be made, however
please ensure that all outstanding accounts for Out of
School Hours Care are finalised before booking your child
in for the Vacation Care program. If you would like to
continue using the OSHC service for 2023 you will need
to fill in a new enrolment form. The centre will be closed
from Friday 23rd December 2022 and will reopen on
Monday 16th January 2023.
Aida Chapman - Director

DIARY DATES

The final Assembly for 2022 will take place in the Hall on
Thursday of Week 9 at 9:00am
Monday 28th November
STUDENT FREE DAY
Tuesday 6th December
POP (Parafield On Parade)
Wednesday 14th December
Casual Day with Gold Coin Donation
Thursday 15th December
Year 6 Graduation
Class Visits for 2023
Class Parties
Reception to Year 5 Reports go home
Friday 16th December
Year 6 Reports go home
Last day of Term 4
Early dismissal at 2:00pm
Term 1 2023 commences
Monday 30th January 2023

Parliament House and Centre of Democracy
As part of their Civics and Citizenship unit this term, the
Year 6 students had the opportunity to visit Parliament
House on Friday 11th November. The students have
been exploring the democratic principles that underpin
the right to a free and fair vote in Australia. They have
also been studying the roles of the three levels of
government as well as the responsibilities of electors
and representatives in Australia’s democracy. This
excursion allowed them to consolidate their learning
experiences, encouraging them to engage with real
politicians about issues that concerned them. We were
fortunate to have the State Member for Playford, John
Fullbrook, give us a guided tour of Parliament House.
The students also participated in a mock parliament
sitting, experiencing first hand the process of
democratic law making.
On the 11th of November, the students from Rooms 21,
22 and 25 went to the Parliament House of South
Australia. We left at around 9:00am and we walked to
the train station. While walking to the train station trucks
honked at us. (Well, more like us forcing it to honk at
us). When we arrived, we were divided into groups; half
of Room 25 went with us; the other half went with Room
22. We visited Parliament House first while Room 22
visited the Centre of Democracy. At Parliament House
we met John Fulbrook, who showed us around the
house. We first visited the old Parliament House then
the green and red rooms. The green room is the House
of Assembly, or Lower House and the red room is the
Legislative Council or Upper House.

State Member for Playford, John Fullbrook
was our guide
After our tour, we swapped over, ate recess then went
to the Centre of Democracy. The Centre itself wasn’t as
big as you might think it is. We had a work sheet to
finish, after a while we went out for lunch to a grassy
hill. Soon after a rather long lunch we went home on the
same train.
City Room 21
When we went to Parliament House it was a fun
experience and everyone learnt a thing or two. We
walked to the train station with all our classes and we
then got on the train to go to the city. We were going to
the Adelaide city. After that we walked all the way to
Parliament House which took a while most of the
students were starving. Mr. John Fulbrook was our
representative of Parliament, and he took us around the
House of Parliament and the building and it was
interesting. After we had a break and ate lunch, we went

to the Democracy Centre where we Governor Gawler’s
plumed hat
had to take notes of different
objects like the plumed hat that
Governor George Gawler wore,
which had cockatoo feathers on it.
Umar Room 21
On Friday we went to Parliament
House and I must say that our tour
guide, John Fulbrook, was very kind
indeed. He asked our group where
the Premier sits and my hand shot
up. He pointed to me and I said
“Right at the front of the Green
Room.” I then pointed to the massive chair and found out
that I was correct. Since I was correct I received a small
Parliament badge. After this we stopped and ate our
recess for about 10 minutes at the War Memorial. We
then walked to the Centre of Democracy, where we
received a clipboard and answered some questions. One
of the questions was ‘Can you be born a leader?’ to which
my response was “No. You have to work hard and
concentrate to be able to be a leader.”
Kaylee Room 25
During the excursion to Parliament House we learnt more
about Australia’s history and how it became a nation.
While we were there we had a minute's silence for the
ANZACs who fought in the war. We were led by John
Fulbrook. We later went to the Centre of Democracy to
answer questions about the exhibition, after which we
went back to school on the train.
Jonathan Room 25
Once we arrived at Parliament House we were put into
groups and I was in Mr Busto’s group. The first place we
visited was the old building where they made the laws.
After we discussed the old Parliament House we went to
the new one and where they make the laws today.
Afterwards we went to the Centre of Democracy, which is
open to the public, so
other people were coming
in and we saw a lot of
historical artworks. The
questions we had to
answer were fun as it was
like a mystery. Afterwards
we went to the river to
have lunch before coming
back to school on the
train.
Lilli Room 25

In the House of Assembly

Australian Space Discovery Centre

The Year 5 students from Room 34a and 34b travelled by public
transport to the city on Wednesday 16th November to visit the
Australia Space Discovery Centre and Museum. This excursion
supported the students’ learning in the area of Science about Earth,
Space and adaptations.
Last Wednesday, (16/11/22) I woke up really excited for the
excursion. I had to leave OSHC early so I could get into class and not
be late. Mr. Liemareff and Mr. Ebert had to open the building door and
the classroom door at 8:25 so we could get inside early and get ready
to leave the school at 8:40 or 8:45. We had our bags packed and
ready to leave. We walked out of the school gate at an excruciating
pace so we did not miss the train.

When we got into the city I felt tired already from the walking, but I knew there were lots more steps ahead so I kept on
going. We walked to the museum where we ate our recces and had a short break. Once we were inside the Space
Discovery Centre we were divided into groups and we did a quiz. After we went into a room which, was like an
interactive gallery, where we found a space rover that we moved with gears and things that we could use to shoot at
space junk. There were other activities that showed information like magnets and satellites that we could click on. There
was one particular activity that showed a real satellite and we could discover where it was in the sky at that particular
moment. Another activity showed a character in different habitats and environments, so that when we pointed the ipad at
her it showed her flying around in space.
We were divided into three groups called Saturn, Rockets and Stars for a quiz and we could call out the answers or
discuss it with our group and surprisingly we got most of them right. I was in the Stars group. We have been learning
about space during our science lessons in class and we are currently doing a project. We have to make a brochure as
an advertisement to entice people to live on our chosen planet, including describing it and researching how far way it is.
I chose Jupiter and because it is a gas planet I know that no-one could actually live there, so I had to design suits and
boots and houses that could float so that people could live there. It has been such a fun activity and the Space
Discovery Centre was so interesting.
Lydia Room 34a

Sports Day 2022

Whole School Health Hustle

Egg & Spoon

Rob the Nest

Sports Day 2022
Sack Race

Tug-of War

Dodgeball

Atlas enjoyed Sports Day
too. He was barracking for
all the teams and wore his
colourful kerchief.

Sports Day 2022

Sprints

Our Team Captains
The day finished off on a very loud note where the teams, led by their enthusiastic captains performed their team
chants. All teams cheered enthusiastically so it was too difficult to choose a winner.
Every student should be very proud of the way they participated during the day with the close scores reflecting the
tough determination and resilience displayed.
The captains all did an amazing job by encouraging their teams, practising and leading their teams through the chants
and showing fantastic leadership. You should all be very proud of yourselves.
Barker: Marli, Rachel, Vihaan, Isabelle; Sturt: Eliana, Aulona, Umar, Sneha; Eyre: Layla, Pari, Cooper, Rayan
Flinders: Priscilla, Chase, Rebecca, Samuel
Sturt was the overall winning team on the day, with Eyre runners up. Flinders won both the Sportsmanship Award and
the Team Spirit Award whilst Barker won the School Values award. What a great day!

Public Education Student Forum November 8 2022

Kayleigh and Cathy proudly represented Parafield Gardens Primary School at the Public Education Forum on the 8 th of
November 2022.
Our goals for the day were:

to be brave and kind

to use bold thinking

to bring generosity and commitment
In session 1, the students had opportunities to practise their bold thinking. One of
the activities was to design a pencil that is good for your teeth. Students were
encouraged to think about some of the jobs in the future that they have been told
don’t exist, they found out that these jobs actually do exist. They exist at the Tonsley
Campus, Flinders University. We saw in action a cobot – which is a collaboration
robot whose job it is to check and certify the work of higher order and innovative
thinking scientists.
Then, Valerie Hannon spoke to us about the need for schools to get explicit about their
purpose. Two strong themes have come out of the research - the purpose of Australian
education is to create citizens who care about themselves, others and the planet and that
schools and education systems empower young people to be bold thinkers. We noticed
that our school values align with themes presented.
In session 2, students looked at current data,
particularly the 2022 Wellbeing an Engagement Survey
and noticed that there seems to be a dramatic decline
in student ‘perseverance and academic self-concept’
as students move into the middle years (years 5 – 9).
Kayleigh and Cathy had the opportunity to work with
some high school students to brainstorm their thoughts.
The discussions were in depth and thoughtful.
In the last session, we heard about the importance of feedback and having more
opportunities to speak in lessons. Students heard about the ‘Oracy Project’. This
project aims to elevate student speaking/student voice to the same level as reading
and writing across all learning areas.
So what did Kayleigh and Cathy think?

My highlight was learning how to be brave and bold
and that sometimes big ideas can take a turn and even
become a problem but we can deal with it if we
understand the learning pit. Kayleigh
My highlight was working in the Convention Centre
and working with other schools. I liked looking at the
graphs about student enjoyment and thinking about
ways we can improve our school. Cathy

The Minister for Education, Blair Boyer closed the forum with an anecdote that had an important message for everyone
in the room. He told the story of taking a group of year 6 students on a tour through Parliament House a few years ago,
and when he asked for questions, Bella a year 6 student questioned why was there only the South Australian flag hung –
where were the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags? Feeling embarrassed, the Minster agreed and pledged to
look into it. Obviously there was no good reason and this simple question began a two year process to ensure the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags would have their place and be hung in the House of Assembly. These flags
are now flying because a curious year 6 girl asked a very significant question that forced Parliament to adopt change.
Kayleigh and Cathy will be working with the Peace Committee to delve deeper into the learning from the forum both for
the remainder of 2022 and to help guide us into a ‘kind and brave’ 2023.
Final thoughts...

Speak up for the views of yourself and others
Generate ideas
Remember Big Bold thinking

Remembrance Day Ceremony 2022
Lest We Forget
We held our Remembrance Day ceremony on Friday 11th
November in the courtyard. The Year 4 students from Room 28
sang “One More Parade”, a beautifully emotional song, whilst
the school community responded in an extremely respectful
manner.
We were also joined by our little kindy friends.

Venisa from Room 29 and
Dipesh from Room 28 hosted
the ceremony with pride.
Several students placed poppy
wreaths by the flag pole as a
symbol of remembrance.

They shall grow not old
as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them
nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun
and in the morning
We will remember them.

Mrs Poulain read the Ode

The students responded in an extremely respectful
manner during this special and important ceremony.

Poppies are worn to remember those
who have given their lives in battle.
They were one of the only flowers
which grew on the ravaged battlefields
after World War One ended in the
fields of Northern France and
Flanders. From 1914 to 1918, Flanders
Fields was a major battlefield on the
Western Front during the First World
War. Students from Room 27 have
created a beautiful representation of
Flanders Fields.

