Newsletter - Week 9 Term 2 2018
From the Principal
Mid Year Reports
Mid year reports are being sent home with students on
Wednesday 4th July (week 10). We hope you find them
informative and that they build on from the information
you received at the interviews at the end of term 1. Early
next term teachers will send home new learning goals in
English and Maths.
Some events for students early in Term 3
During Term 3 there are exciting activities happening.
The Early Years students will be going to their
swimming lessons in Week 4 from Tuesday 14th to
Friday 17th August at the Elizabeth Aquadome with our
students travelling by bus to and from the centre. Book
Week activities will take place during Week 5 culminating
in a special Book Week Assembly on Thursday 30th
August where students will have the opportunity to dress
up as their favourite book character. Come along and join
in the fun!
The Festival of Music also takes place in term 3 in mid
September, when some of our year 5, 6, and 7 students
will have the opportunity to sing in a combined choir at
the Adelaide Festival Centre.
As you can see we have a busy term ahead with many
exciting events to look forward to.
Enrolling Siblings and School Tours
If you have younger children at home who will be starting
school in 2019 and they have an older sibling already
here at school, please contact the office so that their
name can be added onto our database.
We have also been providing school tours this term for
prospective new parents. Please contact us if you are
interested in being part of a school tour next term.
Future Planning
Governing Council have approved Friday 31st August
as a School Closure Day and Monday 3rd September
as a Pupil Free Day for the local day of significance being
the Royal Adelaide Show which starts that weekend.
Safety Reminders In and Around the School
Please be aware of parking restrictions and speed limits
around our school, both on Shepherdson Road and
Casuarina Avenue, particularly through the school
crossing, the Kiss and Drop zone and at the roundabout.
Students also need to be encouraged to use the school
crossing when crossing the road to school.
I would like also to remind parents who need to use the
toilet or to take young children to the toilet whilst on the
school site, to only use the adult toilets rather than
student toilets.
23 Shepherdson Road,
Parafield Gardens, SA 5107
Tel: 8258 1816 Fax: 8281 5857
http://www.youtube.com/user/
ParafieldGR7

Lost Property
As it is drawing near to the end of the term, we ask that
parents check the Lost Property area (situated outside
the disabled toilet in the single storey building) for any
jumpers or jackets which may have gone astray. We
have a huge amount of clothing items which are unnamed, making it difficult to return to the rightful owners.
We urge you to name your children’s clothing,
particularly zip-up jackets and long sleeved rugby tops.
I hope that everyone has a safe and enjoyable
holiday which begins after Friday 6th July. Please
remember that we have an early finish on the last
day of term. The children will be dismissed at 2pm.
School resumes for Term 3 on Monday 23rd July.
Vicki Poulain
Acting Principal
Vacation Care
The Vacation Care program still has some vacancies for
the July holidays. Contact our Out Of School Hours
Care centre on 8281 5104 to make a booking as the
closing date is Tuesday 3rd July. Please also ensure
that all outstanding accounts for Out of School Hours
Care are finalised before booking your child in for the
Vacation Care program.
Urgent Reminder: From Monday 2nd July 2018 the
new Child Care Subsidy will be introduced, changing
the way that child care fee assistance is paid by the
Australian government. To transition to the new
package, families currently using child care, including
OSHC, need to complete a Child Care Subsidy
assessment online through their myGov account.
Aida Chapman
OSHC Director

DIARY DATES
FINAL ASSEMBLY FOR THIS TERM IS ON
THURSDAY OF WEEK 10
At 9:00am in the Hall
Wednesday 4th July
Casual Day with Gold coin donation
Reports Go Home
Friday 6th July
Last Day of Term 2 with Early Dismissal 2:00pm
Term 3 commences
Monday 23rd July
Tuesday 14th - Friday 17th August
Early Years Swimming

Comments and Feedback to:
dl.0537_info@schools.sa.edu.au

www.pgardens.sa.edu.au

Maths Inquiry Activity
Our Maths Coach, Adele Maughan is one of 300
teachers nation wide who will help transform the
teaching of mathematics in Australian schools as part
of the reSolve: Maths by Inquiry National Program.
The Australian Government Department of Education
and Training initiative, managed by the Australian
Academy of Science in collaboration with the
Australian Association of Mathematics Teachers,
provides Australian schools in Foundation to Year 10
with resources to help students learn mathematics in
an innovative and engaging way.
Mrs Maughan and Ms Whelan have worked with the
students in Room 6 determining the most favourite
playground equipment of the students at our school.
We had to collect data from around the school about
playground equipment. We visited lots of classes even
upstairs. We were a bit nervous because we had to
talk to the bigger children. They could choose from the
monkey bars, a see saw, slides, swings, sandpit and a
whizzie. Each piece of equipment had a colour for it
and when people chose their favourite they had to put
that coloured block into a box.
When we got back to our class we counted out the
blocks and put them into lines. The monkey bars won
because 29 people chose them.
Mrs Maughan
showed us how to make a graph with our data and we
used the same colours as the blocks. Ms Whelan did
one on the computer and we made our own graphs on
paper and checked them to make sure they were right.
We could see that the monkey bars had the longest
line on the graph. We also drew pictures of a
playground.
It was a fun activity and we learnt a lot about collecting
data.
Chyler, Aria, Lydia, Sienna, Annastee and Kaylee

We checked our graphs to make sure they were
correct. We also used the same colours as the blocks.

What Makes a True Australian?
As part of our Arts curriculum students from Room 34
were very lucky to have our very own meeting with
Peter Drew (an activist artist). He showed us videos of
how he makes the posters. He brought in one of his
Monga Khan posters and told us how he is an
Australian as well as us. We discussed what makes a
true Australian. Monga Khan was a camel driver about
100 years ago and is considered to be an Australian folk
hero because of his contribution to the economy back
then. Peter Drew’s job is to go around the country to put
up posters of people who represent what a true
Australian is. After showing us videos of how he made
the posters and the glue and how he put the posters up
we asked many questions. He gave us some posters
and he even signed them. After all of that we gave him a
card along with a bottle of wine.
Shayla and Ivy Room 34 - Year 6

Peter Drew shared his
posters with us and
showed us a painting of
Monga Khan

Our playgrounds

Datiwuy Dreaming
As part of our music program this term, students had the
opportunity to participate in Datiwuy Dreaming, presented
by Musica Viva. This also coincided with our
Reconciliation activities. The group came from Elcho
Island in Northeast Arnhem Land. The Yolngu people
from that region have been making music and sharing
stories longer than almost anyone else. They were also
among the first masters of the yidaki (didgeridoo). The
students had a glimpse into Yolngu culture through story
telling and traditional song and dance.
We saw a performance by Aboriginal people from the
North of Australia. They wore different clothes. They had
clothes on that represented their style but they didn’t wear
shoes. They had paint on them from a rock. It was called
ochre and they added water to make into a paste to put
on their skin. They also only needed to add water to their
skin to take the paint off again. One of the men said that
when they go home they don’t go to the shop or
MacDonald's, but they hunt for their food instead and get
everything from nature. They also like to fish.
Another man played the didgeridoo and they told us that
only men are allowed to play the didgeridoo. The songs
were really good and we sang too because we had been
practising with Miss Yates.
One of our favourite parts was the story of the honey
bees - it was funny because one of the men was
pretending to be a tree and the women chopped him
down to get to the wild honey. The crocodile story was
funny too. The older man pretended to be a crocodile and
we all had to close our eyes and he crept up on Ms KK
and scared her! We saw lots of different dancing and they
ended up with a traditional dance. It was fun to watch.
The Reception and Year 1 students from Room 3

One of the members of
Datiwuy Dreaming placed the
didgeridoo against Quinn’s
back so that he could feel the
vibrations and the rhythms.

The Datiwuy Dreaming group with
some of our younger Indigenous students

Thank you for supporting the Scholastic Book Club.
Issue 4 is now closed. Orders from this issue will arrive
at school soon. They will be delivered to your child’s
class teacher. Early
next term, Issue 5
catalogue will be sent
home, so keep your
eyes peeled.
If you haven’t yet,
perhaps you could
register for Book Club
in readiness for future
catalogue issues.
Register by following this link:
http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookclub/
catalogue.asp or download the relevant App shown
here.

Transition Visit to the High School
Recently our class went to Parafield gardens High School for a transition
visit to see what it will be like when we go to high school. It is CROWDED!
There are so many rooms and the whole school is so much bigger than our
school. There are junior and senior counsellors who students can visit if
they have a problem or are struggling with any subjects. There are also coteachers who help students with their learning or even to catch up on their
studies.
One of the best parts of our day was going to the theatre where we learnt a
dance. Some Year 10 students taught us and there was also the dance
teacher there and she was awesome! (We want to be in her class in high
school.) We learnt a really cool dance, which was a bit hard at first but
then we practised it over and over until we got it. After that we did it with
the music in our lines and the Year 10 students danced with us. It was amazing! The theatre had lots of big steps
where an audience can sit to view a performance.
There are lots of stairs outside the main buildings and we went upstairs for history and downstairs for Science. In the
Science lab we used microscopes to look at our hair. We each had to pull out a strand of hair and put it under the
glass. Some people’s hair looked smooth while others looked scaly. The teacher said that if it looked scaly that
meant that we had the microscope on the correct resolution. We also went out
onto a grassed area with a teacher and we did some archaeology investigations.
We looked at a skull on the ground (it wasn’t real) and we had to take notes
about it - if it still had hair on it, how old we thought it might be and other things.
It was really interesting. At recess and lunch times we were able to go to the oval
and even in the hall, which is way bigger than ours!
At the end we toured the whole school including two kitchens. We couldn’t
actually go in because they were teaching a special class in there. The Maths
and Science area was being renovated and they call it the ‘Pink Building’. We all
had a great time and we are looking forward to going to high school the year
after next.
Steven and Kyann Room 34 - Year 6

Mobile Science Lab
Our class was also lucky to go to a Science incursion by ‘Mobile Science Lab’, which was
held in the hall. It was called “What is Matter?” Once we were all settled the man started
with an experiment where there were three little tubs with something in each one. He got a
blowtorch and lit each one up. They each had a fire and all of the fires were a different
colour. This was his favourite experiment but he told us that he doesn’t often start with that
one.
The next experiment was about ice. He got water,
dishwashing liquid and liquid nitrogen and mixed
them all together, which made a thin ice. He asked for a volunteer to hold it.
He told us that our body heat goes up into the ice and the cold goes into our
hand, making it cold when we hold ice. Liquid nitrogen takes some time to
freeze something, which he explained to us by pulling up his sleeves and
pouring liquid nitrogen on his arm. The liquid nitrogen slid off his arm and fell
to the floor. He then told someone to rip a piece of paper in half and pass one
half on. We got up to 17 passes until no-one could halve it anymore, but if we
had been able to keep going we would have reached to the size of an atom!
The last experiment was making a balloon explode. He put many
harmful gases and solids into a balloon which one of our classmates
were supposed to hold with a long stick called a ‘wimp’ stick. He had a
blowtorch and burnt it and it exploded. We saw a flame and there was
a blast. It was great!
Agam and Hector Room 34 - Year 6

