
Governing Council has approved a Pupil Free Day on 
Friday 31st August, with a School Closure Day on 
Monday 3rd September. These dates coincide with the 
start of the Royal Adelaide Show.  In the morning 
session of the Pupil Free Day staff will be delving deeper 
into Student Voice - Students As Researchers, looking at 
how we are supporting students to explore and examine 
their own learning data. The afternoon sessions will 
consist of workshops in our other school priorities of 
STEM, Student Wellbeing and Numeracy.  
Simon Harding 
Principal 
 

Science Spectacular - Wednesday 22nd August 
A Science Spectacular will be held on Wednesday 
22nd August which aims to ignite a community passion 
for Science and develop a thirst for scientific 
investigation, analysis and inquiry. Students will watch a 
science show by Mobile Science, engage in exciting 
science lessons in their classrooms and have the 
opportunity to win prizes. Parents are also invited to 
attend the afternoon science performance only 
commencing at 1:20pm at no charge. 
Melissa McDonald 
Senior Leader in STEM Innovation 

From the Principal 
 

It has been good to return to Parafield Gardens R-7 
School after last term working in central office.  My role 
was working as part of the Review, Improvement and 
Accountability Unit going to a variety of schools doing 
External School reviews.  I found the experience to be 
both rewarding and interesting having the chance to visit 
and talk to the school community about their school and 
their journey of school improvement.  I would like to thank 
Vicki Poulain and Edwina Burton for competently taking 
up the role of Principal and Deputy Principal roles 
respectively while I was away.  I would also like to thank 
the rest of the leadership team and staff for their work last 
term. 
 

STEMworks 
Our refurbishment of the resource centre which has 
become an integrated learning space, inclusive of our 
resource centre, is almost complete.  We anticipate that 
students will begin moving back into this space in the next 
few weeks.  We are very excited about the learning that 
will be able to occur in this space and it looks amazing.  
We have included some before and after shots of the 
space on the last page of this newsletter.  Students will 
be using the space later this term however we are looking 
to have an official opening in week 2 of next term.  We 
will keep you posted about this event. 
 

Reception to Year 2 Swimming  
Please remember that our Early Years swimming 
program begins next Tuesday 14th August.  More 
detailed information is included inside this newsletter. 
 

2019 Enrolments 
We are currently having some school tours in particular 
for prospective reception students for 2019.  If you know 
of anyone who is thinking of enrolling it is important to 
contact us as soon as possible.  We are currently over 
capacity and therefore need to consider all prospective 
enrolments carefully.  Thank you for your cooperation 
with this. 
 

Driving near the school 
Please take great care when dropping off and picking 
your children up from school.  We understand  that the 
area is very busy particularly at the end of the day.  
Please observe all traffic information including speed 
limits and parking areas as police and council regularly 
patrol the area.  I thank you for your consideration and 
cooperation for keeping our children safe  when arriving 
and departing the school grounds. 
 

Pupil Free and School Closure Days - Reminder 
To help your forward planning, we wish to advise that 
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DIARY DATES  
 

ASSEMBLIES ARE HELD ON  
THURSDAY OF WEEKS 2, 6, 8, 10 

At 9:00am in the Hall 
 

Tuesday 14th - Friday 17th August 
Early Years Swimming 

 

Wednesday 22nd August 
Science Spectacular 

 

Wednesday 22nd - Friday 24th August 
Year 7 Camp 

 

Tuesday 28th August 
No Pen Day 

 

Thursday 30th August 
 Book Week Parade during Assembly 

SAPSASA Girls' Football & Boys’ Soccer 
 

FRIDAY 31st AUGUST 
PUPIL FREE DAY 

 

MONDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 

 

Wednesday 26th September 
Casual Day with Gold Coin Donation 

 

Friday 28th September 
Early Dismissal at 2:00pm 

mailto:dl.0537_info@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.youtube.com/user/ParafieldGR7
http://www.youtube.com/user/ParafieldGR7


The Reception students in Room 1 have being thinking 
of ways to use the ‘WOW’  for week 2 - ‘connect’. 
Read below to see the incredible array of meanings 
they have come up with! 

 We can connect to the Wi-Fi. 

 We can connect pieces of a puzzle. 

 We make connections when we listen to a story 
because it reminds us of another story. 

 We can connect things with glue, sticky tape, 
double tape and a stapler. 

 We charge our phones and Ipads by connecting 
them to the power. 

 When it rains so fast the electricity turns off and it 
disconnects. Our whole house turns off. 

 We can connect the washing machine to the 
power to make it wash the clothes. 

 People can hold hands and make a connection 
with each other. 

 The sun connects to solar panels to make heat 
and lights work in our homes. 

 When a plant grows the roots connect to the dirt. 

 Little screws connect the parts of a rocket 
together. 

 We are all connected to the sun because it makes 
light and heat and make things grow. 

 The stem of an apple connects it to the tree. 

 Our bones are connected to make our skeleton. 

 Our brain connects to help us think. 

 Numbers connect to each other. 
Congratulations Room 1! 

 

 

 

 

2018 SCHOOL FEES ARE NOW 

OVERDUE 

As per Governing Council instruction those 
families in arrears will soon be referred to the 
Department for Education Debt Collection Unit. 
We offer many options for payment including direct 
debit and Centrepay.  If families are on a low income 
they may be eligible for School Card in which case 
they will not have to pay any fees at all. 
This year the State Government has lifted the income 
eligibility threshold for School Card by $20,000.  For 
example, the income limit for a family with one child 
has increased from $37,274 in 2017 to $57,870.  
Applications can be made online at www.sa.gov.au 
under the heading Education, Skills and Learning or by 
completing a School Card application form available 
from the school’s front office. 
If you are having difficulties paying your account 
please come in and see me to discuss payment 
options. 
Lynne Lean  

School Admin Officer 

Early Years Swimming Reminder 

As part of our Health and PE 
curriculum all children from 
Reception to Year 2 will be 
involved in swimming lessons at 
the Elizabeth Aquadome Swimming 
Centre from Tuesday 14th to Friday 
17th August. Lessons will be conducted by qualified 
Education Department instructors.  
Children will need to bring the following items every 
day: 

 Towel 

 Bag to carry dry clothing 

 Plastic bag for wet items 

 Goggles (optional) 

 Bathers may be worn under their school uniform 
We know that the children will have a wonderful time 
learning many new water and safety skills. 
The Early Years Team 
 

‘WOW’ - Word of the Week 

At Parafield Gardens R-7 School a ‘Word of the Week’ 
has been introduced. Students are introduced to the 
‘WOW’ each Monday with the definition along with how 
it can be used in context. Students are then invited to 
share their own sentences. During the remainder of the 
week other aspects of the ‘WOW’  are shared including 
synonyms (words with the same meaning), antonyms 
(words with opposite meaning), and scenarios where  it 
might be used in their world. Students are encouraged 
to share these words with their families. Finally 
students are invited to think-pair-share with a partner to 
see how many times they can use the ‘WOW’ in a 
conversation. 
Direct vocabulary instruction is useful for students at all 
ability levels, but is particularly useful for beginning 
students who have a limited reading vocabulary or 
those students who have little exposure to incidental 
vocabulary learning outside of school. A combination 
of direct instruction of word meanings, discussions 
about words and word parts, and encouragement of 
wide reading is the best way to help students develop 
vocabulary.  

The Ipad charger is 
connected 

Screws on a rocket 
connect it together 

The roots of flowers  
connect to the dirt 

People connect with 
each other 



Cleland Reserve  

During Term 2 the students in 
Room 8 were learning about 
Australian animals and their 
habitats, features and diet. As a 
result, as part of their Science 
curriculum Room 8 students and 
staff visited Cleland Wildlife Park.  
The bearded dragon was camouflaged on the tree. It 
was hard when we felt it. 
Brock 
The ring-tailed possum wakes in the night time. He was 
fluffy to touch. 
Nathan 
The snake’s old skin comes off and it gets a new skin. 
The snake skin was soft. The dingo was sleeping. He 
was cold. He looks like a dog. 
Jadon 
I was touching the snake skin. It was soft. 
Matthew 
The echidna was not alive. It was stuffed.  The quills 
were sharp. 
Jeff 
I loved the koala. Banjo the koala was sitting on the gum 
tree. He eats gum leaves. He was soft. 
Imran 
A baby kangaroo is called a Joey. When they are born 
they are as big as a jellybean. 
Luqman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bookweek activities - Harry Potter 

This term as part of the Bookweek activities we have 
started reading the first Harry Potter novel - ‘Harry 
Potter and the Philosopher's Stone’ by J.K. Rowling. 
Some of us have only seen the movies so it is our 
introduction to reading one of the novels. The book is a 
bit slow at first but as you get into it, it speeds up and 
becomes really funny and a great read. A couple of our 
favourite parts of the story so far were when Hagrid was 
riding his motor bike in the air and also when Harry was 
at the zoo and was talking to the snake. 
Our room and the door to the classroom have been 
decorated to represent various scenes in the book 
including the banners of the houses. We have now been 
sorted into those houses - Gryffindor, Hufflepuff, 
Ravenclaw and Slytherin. The teachers used a ‘magical’ 

hat just like the one in the movie and when the teacher 
put it on each of our heads it could ‘see’ our 
personalities and traits. Once our house was chosen 
the name came up on the Smartboard. We will have 
household points given to us and at the end of the term 
the winning house will receive a prize. We will give you 
an update later in the term with the results. 
Sophia, Amos, Jared and Ryan Room 34 

 

 

 

Come dressed as your favourite 
sport, movie or book character. 
Remember you need to change 

into your school uniform after the 
parade. 

 

Last day to order from Book Club Issue 5 is 12/8/18. 
Happy reading!  

The Kangaroos were waiting for the bus! 

We saw lots of 
Australian native 
animals. 



STEM @ PARAFIELD GARDENS R-7 
$1 million has been invested at Parafield Gardens R-7 to improve science, technology, engineering, mathematics 
(STEM) facilities. We are one of 139 schools across the state to benefit from this $250 million State Government 
investment. Construction of our new STEM facilities commenced on the 9

th
 April and we are nearing completion. We 

expect the handover of our new space to occur towards the middle of this term. 

Our contemporary facilities consist of open spaces for hands-on practical learning activities, 2 new kitchens, 2 
classrooms, vegetable gardens, an outdoor design technology construction space, a conference room, a green room 
for movie making and a range of digital resources that will empower and inspire our students.   

This STEM Learning Space will engage and inspire our students through real world, collaborative problem solving 
tasks. 

Melissa McDonald - Senior Leader in STEM Innovation 
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