
Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 
Welcome to Term 2 in Room 26B! I hope that you had a wonderful break and 
enjoyed the time spent with your children. Term 2 is a very busy and exciting 
term for our students as they prepare for NAPLAN testing in Week 3. Our 
Transition Day at Parafield Gardens High School will be held in Week 8 where 
students will get to meet high school teachers, ask questions and participate in 
high school lessons for the day. Towards the end of the term, Year 7 students 
will be holding their Young Entrepreneurship Day selling products that they 
created in their HASS business and economics unit of work to raise money for 
our Year 7 camp. Our students are very lucky to be provided with so many rich 
learning opportunities to build their confidence, leadership skills and resilience 
at Parafield Gardens R-7 School. 
 
NAPLAN 
In Week 3 of this term all Year 7 students will be participating in the NAPLAN 
test over 3 consecutive days. Students have been supported in preparing for 
the test at school. There are a range of support materials available on the 
internet accessible using the search ‘Year 7 NAPLAN practice’. 
 
Punctuality  
I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that it is extremely 
important for your child to arrive at school on time each day. When students 
arrive late they miss out on key information and reminders. If your child is late 
to arrive, they must go to the front office to get a late pass. You will otherwise 
receive an SMS that your child is absent and you will need to respond as soon 
as possible. Acceptable absences are family or illness. If travelling you will need 
an exemption. 
 
Diaries and Homework 
As mentioned in our Term 1 newsletter and at Parent/Teacher interviews, 
students in Room 26B have daily homework commitments. Students are 
required to: 
 Read for 10-15 minutes per night (and sign off in their diaries). 
 Complete their Spelling Contract before Friday each week. 
 Complete their Homework Contract fortnightly (each Thursday of even 

weeks). 
 Complete any additional tasks that were not finished during class time. 
 Assignment work (when applicable). 
 
First and foremost, it is your child’s responsibility to complete each of these 
tasks. It is also your child’s responsibility to get their diary checked and signed 
by you each week. The purpose of this is for you to see what your child has 
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What’s on this term 

Diary dates 
 

 

May 

 

June 

July 

 

REMINDERS 
 Assembly is held on Thurs-

day mornings (even 

weeks) 

 Students must wear their 

hats in the yard all year 

round! 

 

 
 

11th  Queen’s Birthday Public 
Holiday 

12th PUPIL FREE DAY 

20th  High School Transition 
Day  

4th Casual Day with Gold 
Coin donation 
Reports go home 

6th  Last day Term 2 
Early dismissal—2:00pm 
 

9th School Photos 

15th NAPLAN 

16th  NAPLAN 

17th NAPLAN 
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Problem Solving 
Students in Room 26B will continue to work on STAR 
problem-solving lessons. Students will 
be provided with a complex real-life 
problem that they will need to solve 
using a series of Natural Maths 
strategies. 
 
English 
In writing this term we will be covering the following 
types of text; 
 Persuasive Writing 
 Information reports 
 Debates 
 
Students will continue to undertake Literature Circles, 
as they reported in their end of term 1 reflection that 
this is a really useful way for building confidence and 
fluency in reading. A literature circle is where a group 
of students (at a similar level of ability) read the same 
book, aloud to one another, and complete a range of 
activities to critique what they have read. Using this 
strategy helps to encourage comprehension, fluency 
and vocabulary development, all of which are 
reflected in the student reading goals for this term. 
 
This term we will be reading and analysing Wonder by 
R. J. Palacio.  
 
“August or "Auggie" Pullman, a ten-year-old boy living 
in New York City, was born with a facial deformity 
that has made it difficult for him to make friends. He 
lives with his parents, his older sister Via, and his dog 
Daisy. He has been homeschooled up until the fifth 
grade, but his parents have decided that it is time for 
him to go to a real school.”  
 
Students will complete a literature study as we read 
through the book. These lessons provide an excellent 
teaching opportunity for context clues and 
developing a strong understanding of comprehension 
strategies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

been completing for homework each night, checking 
that reading and homework tasks have all been filled 
in throughout the week.  Students in the Middle Years 
should be spending at least 30 minutes per night on 
their homework tasks. For further information about 
school expectations on Homework please refer to our 
Homework Policy.  
 
Camp 
This year we have been lucky to secure dates for our 
Year 7 camp at Woodhouse Activity Centre in the 
Adelaide Hills from Wednesday 22nd August - Friday 
24th August (Term 3). Consent forms went home last 
term providing you with detailed information on the 
campsite, the activities that students will be 
participating in, food on offer and payment 
information. If you have nominated to follow the 
payment plan (paying in instalments) please adhere to 
the payment deadlines in the table below. Please note 
that the initial payment was due on Thursday 12th 
April last term. 

 

Curriculum 
 
Mathematics 
In Mathematics this term our key skills lessons will 
cover a range of different content areas from the 
number and measurement strands including: 

 Fractions 
 Area 
 Perimeter 
 Volume 
 Capacity 
 Scale 

 
Big Ideas in Number 
We will continue to work with the rotational activities 
and concepts within the Trusting the Count and Place 
Value phases of the program to consolidate students’ 
number fluency and understanding. Students will be 
tested on their understanding of these concepts, 
moving towards more challenging activities within the 
program. 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Week 11 
Payment 1 = $25 

Week 2 
Payment 2 = $25 

Week 2 
Payment 6 = $25 

 Week 4 
Payment 3 = $25 

 

 Week 6  
Payment 4 = $25 

 

 Week 8 
Payment 5 = $25 

 



 What types of work exist and in what other 
ways can people derive an income? 

 
Health and Wellbeing 
In Health we will be working through a unit of work 
adapted from the DECD Keeping Safe Child Protection 
Curriculum. The Keeping Safe Child Protection 
Curriculum teaches children in an age appropriate 
way, to: 
 
 Recognise abuse and tell a trusted adult about 

it 
 Understand what is appropriate and 

inappropriate touching 
 Understand ways of keeping themselves safe 
 
These lessons are of utmost importance to a child’s 
education in Health and Wellbeing. The South 
Australian Children’s Protection Act, 1993 legislates 
that DECD must protect all children and young people 
from abuse within their own settings and the wider 
community. 
 
‘It is DECD’s responsibility under its Child Protection in 
Schools, Early Education and Care Policy, 2011, to 
ensure that effective abuse prevention programs are 
implemented in schools.’  
 
These lessons will be undertaken 
each Wednesday. I encourage you 
to provide your children with the 
opportunity to discuss any 
concepts after these sessions for 
which they may require further clarification. These 
are not Growth and Development lessons. You will 
receive further information regarding those lessons 
which take place in Term 3 at a later date. 
 
Technologies 
Learning in Digital Technologies focuses on further 
developing understanding and skills in computational 
thinking. 
 
This term students will have opportunities to create a 
range of digital solutions, such as games or quizzes 
and interactive stories and animations using a range 
of coding applications and software. 
 

Science 
Students will become forensic 
investigators this term, focusing 
on Chemical Science concepts. 
They will strive to answer the 
following inquiry question: 
What techniques can be used in 
the separation process?  
 
Students will engage in a forensic investigation to 
solve a crime, using a range of separation techniques 
to do so. The separation techniques that we will be 
exploring include: filtration, chromatography, 
evaporation, decantation, distillation and 
crystallisation. Students will draw on evidence to 
support their conclusions in a written report. 
 
Humanities and Social Sciences 
 Economics and Business explores the ways in which 
individuals, families, the community, businesses and 
governments make decisions in relation to the 
allocation of resources. It aims to enable students to 
understand the process of economic and business 
decision-making and its effects on themselves and 
others, now and in the future. Economics and 
Business Education is about developing informed 
global citizens embedded with critical thinking skills 
and future mind sets. 
 
The study of 
economics and 
business develops 
the knowledge, 
understanding and 
skills that will inform students about the economy and 
encourage them to participate in and contribute to it. 
These lesson sequences examine those aspects of 
economics and business that underpin decision-
making at personal, local, national, regional and global 
levels. Students will learn to appreciate the 
interdependence of decisions made, as well as the 
effects of these decisions on consumers, businesses, 
governments and other economies. 
 
We will explore the following inquiry questions during 
these lessons: 
 
 Why is there a relationship between consumers 

and producers in the market? 
 
 Why is personal, organisational and financial 

planning for the future important for both 
consumers and businesses? 

 
 How does entrepreneurial behaviour contribute 

to a successful business? 



Health and Physical Education with Matt Cuconits 
After an extremely successful start to the year, I am 
excited to introduce new topics that will allow 
students to develop new skills. In term 2 students will 
learn about how to form positive relationships with 
others and the effects that these relationships can 
have on them. Students will also learn about mental 
health and wellbeing with a focus on hygiene and 
healthy body image. 
 
The term 2 Physical Education component involves 
the following: 
European Handball - Students will learn a number of 
skills including; dribbling, passing, shooting, defending 
and goalkeeping.  
Basketball – The following skills will be practised and 
developed over a 5 week unit; passing, dribbling, 
shooting, defending and game play.  
 
Term 2 will also include a lunchtime sporting 
competition for year 5-7 students. Basketball has 
been chosen due to its popularity and teams will play 
every Wednesday in the Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Media Arts 
This term our students will be engaging in a Media 
Arts program to create their own school magazine.  
 
I was involved in working with Year 6/7 students to 
create our school’s first ever magazine completely 
written and edited by students in 2016. It was a 
mammoth task but extremely rewarding when 
completed as all of the students’ hard work and effort 
certainly paid off.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year our students will need to embody the same 
kind of commitment and motivation in order to 
complete the magazine and, hopefully, have it ready 
for sale towards the end of the term. 
 
Students will experiment with the organization of 
ideas to structure informative, persuasive and 
opinionative stories. The magazine will strive to 
capture the point of view of our Year 7 students at 
Parafield Gardens.  We can’t wait for you to see it! 
 
Kind regards, 
Kirsty Karapas 

 
 
Music and Drama with Selena Britz 
The class will learn about the composers - Handel, 
Beethoven, Rachmaninoff and Schoenberg. They will 
learn how each composer had a personal quirk and 
how this influenced the musical compositions they 
wrote. The class will also discover how these 
composers influenced music of today. The class will 
also be learning indigenous songs and music and will 
be participating in an incursion based on these by 
Musica Viva. 
 
 


